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In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Five wise virgins and five foolish virgins, that’s the story that Jesus presents to us today. It’s a simple story; the foolish virgins bring no extra oil for their lamps, and the wise bring enough for the night if need be. Turns out that they will need all that extra oil to make it through the night because the bridegroom is delayed. The foolish virgins didn’t think to plan ahead, and so they run out of oil and end up missing the party. 
What does this parable mean for us today here in America? Well, dear Christians, our bridegroom is coming. One day soon, Christ will return to this earth, and He will make all things new. On that day, there will be a final sorting: sheep and goats, righteous and unrighteous, burning lamps and lamps gone cold. 
Because Jesus tells us that faith the size of a mustard seed is enough to move a mountain, we sometimes take our faith for granted. We make excuses for ourselves or for others. We are taken over by sentiments like, “it doesn’t matter where they go to church as long as they go to church.” Or “I’m a Christian, I just don’t go to church.” Or we push church out to the future when we are less busy, when our kids are less busy, when this is done, when work slows down, the list of excuses grows. We tell ourselves that we will start reading the Bible on our own someday, that we will pray more someday, that we will look at our giving when everything calms down, and those days never come. 
What Jesus says is true: faith the size of a mustard seed is enough. It will connect you to Him. It isn’t the size of your faith, the good works that you do, how wise you are, or how often you go to church that saves you. It is Jesus that saves you, and your faith connects you to Him.  
The problem is that sometimes we act like our faith can never disappear, like our faith can never die. The truth is far from it, dear Christians, and Jesus is trying to show His disciples just that in our parable. Your faith is a lamp; it needs oil, or it will go out. Your faith needs to be tended to. You need to be in church, to receive His sacrament, to hear His Word, to remember your baptism, to pray, to read the Bible, to give God your offering. All of those things strengthen your faith; they refill your lamp. 
It matters too what you listen to, what kind of oil you are putting in your lamp. You need the pure oil of pure doctrine based on God’s Word. That is the only kind of oil that will truly last until the end. I see so many people who try to fill their lamps up with other things, things that they think will keep them going, things that they think will help their faith. All you need to do is go on social media, and you will see all kinds of people who are either acting as if Christ has come because their political party did well, or they are acting as if Christ has come because their political party did not do well. 
Laws, policies, economics, and politicians will not fill your lamp, and they don’t need to drain it either. Do not put your trust, your faith, in politics and the government. Don’t fill your lamp with the hopes of this world. Fill your lamp up with the faith that comes from Christ and His Word alone. That oil is pure oil, and it will keep your lamp burning no matter who is in political office. It will keep your lamp burning no matter how big your bank account is, how your diet or exercise plan is going, how your relationship with your family is, how your life is going, how successful you are, how your job is going, or how happy or sad you feel at this moment. 
Dear Christians, it’s time to examine yourselves, to hold your lamp up and see what’s in there. It’s time to see how much oil you have left. It’s time to empty out the other stuff and fill it again with the pure Word of God. Christ is coming, but we do not know when. It could be in a minute, an hour, a year, a century, or a millennium, we don’t know when. Fill your lamp with the Word of God, and it won’t be a worry to wait for Christ; it will be a joy. 
For those whose faith is in Christ, His coming will mean a party, the wedding feast, the best of everything. On that day, the darkness of this world will turn to light. Lamps will be put away, and our light will come from Christ Himself. On that day, the dead whose lamps are burning to this day will be raised to everlasting life. On that day, we will live with Christ and those who have died in the faith. On that day, our bridegroom will come, and the party will begin. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
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