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In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
The book of Matthew is about a King on a warpath, conquering enemy land. It begins with the King born in a humble stable in Bethlehem. A rival king gets word of His birth and out of fear, Herod attempts to kill Him before He can gain power. We learn quickly that this King has powerful allies when an angel appears to warn His father to flee to Egypt. The young King grows up in hiding, in foreign lands and small villages. 
Following in His fore-father David’s footsteps, Christ takes the throne at 30 years old when He is coronated in the waters of the Jordan River. As He leaves the dessert, Christ begins to grow His kingdom. His message to the people is to “repent for the kingdom of God is at hand.”
It quickly becomes clear that His Kingdom is different than other kingdoms. His generals are fishermen and tax collectors. Here on the mountain, Christ addresses His army, those who will go out into the world and serve Him. Those who will conquer for Him, spreading His name. 
On the mountain, Christ calls His army, but they are not soldiers, wealthy, famous, successful, wise, or the spiritually inclined. On the mountain, we see that the army of the Lord is full of unexpected people. Christ’s army is full of the spiritually poor, the broken hearted, the meek, those who are desperate to do better, the merciful, the pure in heart, peacemakers, and the persecuted. 
On the mountain, Christ the King declares those who are lowly and overlooked in this world blessed, and He calls them to Himself. As He travels throughout Galilee and all of Israel, Christ will continue to spread His kingdom. He will continue to call the unexpected and the unwanted to Himself. The King will take the lowly and will exalt them. Tax collectors, adulterers, paralytics, mourning mothers and fathers, lepers, gentiles, Roman soldiers, the blind, and the mute, these people will be his army. 
As the King of Heaven is put on a cross to die, it appeared that everything had gone wrong. As blood and water poured from His side, it seemed that He was not a powerful, good, or wise King. As the stone was rolled in front of His tomb, His followers began to wonder if they made the right choice. When it seemed like all was lost, as the days passed by and His army began to scatter, the King of Heaven walked out of His tomb and proclaimed His victory to His people. 
Since that day, Christ has continued to call unlikely people into His service. He continues to take the overlooked and disregarded and declare them blessed. We look for the rich, the powerful, the easy to get along with, the people who have their lives together, the people with the fewest problems, the people who can hide their mistakes, the people who by all appearances are doing well. Christ looks for all people. 
It is All Saints’ Day when we remember those who have died in their service to the King. If you look at the list of names, you will not find much for wealth, power, or wisdom. You won’t find people who had it all together. You won’t find people who lived a sinless life. You will find, however, people who have been declared blessed by the Lord. That is something that the world can never do. You will find people who were claimed by the King and enlisted into His service in the waters of Holy Baptism. 
The world may have overlooked them, this church may even one day forget their names, but Christ will never forget them. He will never forget you, either. In your baptism, Christ chose you. He enlisted you, you are His. Your life may be a mess, your bank account may be small, you may be unremarkable in the eyes of the world, but you are precious in the eyes of the Lord. 
The King has won victory for His army. On the cross He defeated the devil, and in His resurrection, He proclaimed it to the world. There are still many who do not know the King, many who are still lost. Some of them are rich and powerful, others are poor and meek, some are elderly, others are the children that come into our school every day. Our King has called us into his service to reach them all. 
We have been commissioned to spread His Gospel, spread his kingdom, and conquer the enemy’s territory in the name of King. Christ has called us out of the kingdom of darkness and our sin, and brought us into His kingdom of light. Let us repent of our sins and do our best to follow the Will of our good King. Let us charge into battle bravely with our Lord, joining Him in His mission to seek and save the lost. 
One day, our King will return, and He will call His army to His service again. He will call the names of the faithful we remember today and the names of the faithful that have been long forgotten. He will call our names and call us all out of graves. On that day, we will be reunited with those we love who have died in His service. On that day, our King will turn our swords into plowshares, and we will live in peace in His kingdom for all eternity. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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