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In the name of Jesus, Amen.
It’s not a hard parable to understand. A father had two sons. The father owns a vineyard and he needs some help, so he asks his sons. One says yes but doesn’t go, one says no but changes his mind and goes. Which one, Jesus asks the Pharisees, does the will of the father? 
It’s an easy question, and the implication of the question is easy to understand as well. The Pharisees spend all day bragging and talking about all the good that they do or will do. They make oaths to God and pray all day and night, but when Jesus, the Messiah comes, they ignore Him. The Prostitutes and tax collectors had all but written God out of their lives. They built their lives around adultery, theft, and lying, but when John came offering forgiveness, when Jesus came offering forgiveness, they rejected them. 
The Pharisees have had a rough week; we are smack dab in the middle of Holy Week. Jesus has the hearts and the attention of the people. They have cheered His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, witnessed Him clear the temple, and have heard His preaching. The Pharisees can feel their power slipping through their fingers, and Jesus is the reason for it all. 
With their power slipping away, they will stop at nothing to trap Jesus, to arrest Him, and finally, to kill Him. So, they ask Him a question about authority, trying to trap Him in either blasphemy or treason, and Jesus responds with the parable. 
What does this mean for us? Which son are we? Which son are you? Do you do the Father’s will or don’t you?  Are you a tax collector, a prostitute, or a Pharisee? There isn’t an easy answer; when I think hard enough about it, I see that I am both sons. There are times when I promise God I will do something, I will try harder, I will focus, and then I don’t. There are other times when I surprise myself and I actually do what God wants me to. 
When it comes down to it, I’m not sure if it matters if you can figure out which son you are. What matters is doing the fathers will. The will of God is, of course, just another way to talk about the Law of God. The Bible is clear that if you do not do the will of the Father, you are not His child. If you do not follow the Law of God, then God will have nothing to do with you. 
If you aren’t squirming a little bit in your mind, then you aren’t taking God’s Law seriously enough. The Pharisees weren’t condemned by Christ because they were jerks, they were condemned because, in spite of their best efforts, they broke the Law of God. Their sin condemned them before a Holy God, and your sin will do the same for you. You have a sin problem, and it has made you God’s enemy. 
Your sin problem is bigger than just inappropriate thoughts, lies, hate, and rude words. Your sin goes down to your very core; your flesh itself is full of sin which causes more and more sin. We may be the brother who changes his mind 80%, of the time but the other 20% is enough to condemn us. We are sinful to our core, and just looking at our lives, it sure feels like there isn’t much hope at getting better. 
The man in the parable has two sons, neither of whom would be any parent’s first choice. Our heavenly Father has one begotten Son. Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of our heavenly Father. He took on flesh and became a baby in a virgin’s womb. He did what you and I could never have done. He obeyed the Father’s will perfectly; He told the Father He would go into the vineyard and work, and He did just that. Christ faced every temptation that this world has to offer but did not sin. He obeyed His Father even when it led Him to die on a cross. 
Jesus was the Son that you and I could never have been, but through faith, His obedience and righteousness have become ours. You have a sin problem that Jesus has overcome. On the cross, He took your sin onto Himself and paid its price. He who knew no sin became sin for you! 
The faith given to you in the waters of Holy Baptism has made you new again, it has washed away your sin, and now you are a true son of God. When God looks at you, He doesn’t see a disappointing and disobedient child. He sees Jesus; He sees Christ’s righteousness in you. It doesn’t matter how many promises you have broken; it doesn’t matter how many times you have ignored God’s Will; Christ’s righteousness overshadows it all. 
The Father gave Him the authority to take away the sin of the world, and that is exactly what He did on the cross. He laid down His life so that you might have eternal life. One day, our Brother will come back for us. He will raise us from the dead, and His perfection will be ours. On that day, our sin problem will be gone. On that day, we will enter not only the vineyard but the banquet hall of our heavenly Father. On that day, we will find the true joy of doing our Father’s Will.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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