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In the name of Jesus, Amen.

“If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” These are Jesus’ words in our reading for today, but for a bunch of free people, we Christians sure seem to have a lot of rules. You would think, most people think, that being free means that you get to do whatever you would like. After all, that is essentially our American concept of freedom; we can do pretty much whatever we would like, so long as it doesn’t hurt anyone or infringe on anyone else’s freedom. 

There are some churches, even some churches that will be celebrating the Reformation today, who take this American view of freedom and apply it to Christianity as well. The idea that living in God’s grace we can pretty much do or believe whatever we would like to. Sometimes, our understanding of forgiveness and grace will do this to us. We are tempted to lose the importance of following God’s Law because we know that we are forgiven. We know that our sins are forgiven, that the Son has set us free, and so we are tempted to overlook our sin far too easily. 

The truth is that being a Chrisitan, being set free by the Son, does not mean throwing away the Law. We think that being free means we can do whatever we want, but the Bible and Jesus in our reading teaches us something different. Our problem is that we think that in our natural state, we are free. We think that if we do what our brains and our hearts want us to, we are free. The truth is far more complicated; our hearts and our minds may belong to us, but they have been corrupted.  

It’s well documented that rabies in its latest stage can make animals and people fear even the sight of water due to the pain that comes along with swallowing. This can even make animals die of dehydration. Sin is no better than rabies, it has infected our wills and hearts, and the disease only cares about spreading itself until it can finally kill its host. Sin leads to sin, which leads to sin, which leads to sin. Jesus tells us that we are slaves to our sin. 

Left to our own devices—living life apart from God’s Law—does not mean freedom, it means slavery to sin. It means slavery to the darkness, to the disease inside of us. The disease that whispers to us and promises us all kinds of things. So many people convince themselves that they will be happier apart from God’s Law, that life apart from Christ will let them do what they want and be the person they want to be, more time, more money, more freedom. When in reality, it means going back to slavery. 

Freedom, true freedom, can only be found in Christ. Freedom, true freedom, can only be found in His will, in the law. Christ has not set us free to live in anarchy and chaos. He has freed us so that we might truly be the creatures that God made us to be. This might seem abstract, but just think about the relationships in your life and how sin has affected them, whether that’s your sin or someone else’s sin. The best relationships that we have in this life are ones where two people operate with the same rules. 

In my life, the best relationships I have are those in which both of us operate according to Christ’s Law. It’s those relationships where I find the most freedom, not because I can say or do whatever pops into my head, but because we are free to be honest with each other. Jesus tells us that it is truth that sets us free. There is nothing more freeing than being able to speak the truth in a relationship, and the first thing that goes in a relationship that is stained by sin is the ability to speak the truth. 

Dear Christians, the Son has set you free. He has purchased your freedom with nothing less than His own blood. Do not go back into slavery, do not give yourself up to sin. Your sins were paid for with His death, but do not take that for granted. Do not use that as an excuse to live a life of sin. Repent of your sin and do your best to turn away from it because that sin put Christ on a cross.

We are called to a life of freedom, but true freedom isn’t easy. True freedom is difficult. Slavery to sin is easy; a slave doesn’t need to think, he does as his master says. Free people make decisions. We live as free people in Christ, every day making the decision to be better, every day making the decision to ignore the voice in our heads, every day taking the narrow and difficult road instead of the wide and easy one. 

We are free people but, in this life, we will never be totally free from sin. We have inherited sin from our fathers, and it clings to our flesh like a disease that we cannot cure. We cannot cure this disease, but there is one coming who can and will do just that. One day soon, Christ will return and He will set us free from the sin and evils of this world; He will set us free from ourselves. On that day, we will know the Father’s will and it will be our joy to do it. On that day, THE truth, Jesus Christ, will return and we will know true freedom. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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