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In the name of Jesus, Amen.
I worked at Johnsonville Sausage Company for my first two summers after high school. My official title was “rapid-pack operator.” Essentially, my job was to stand at a conveyor belt for ten hours every night to check on the sausage at various points of production. Inevitably, when I tell someone this, they will likely make a joke about seeing “how the sausage gets made.” You have all heard that phrase before. It means there is something going on behind the scenes that most people don’t know, and if they did, it might be unappealing to them.

This is often applied to things like business deals and politics, referring to all the seemingly shady and secretive deals that go into passing laws and making businesses run. The things that normal people don’t ever take into consideration when they are buying a product or voting for someone. There is a reason that normal people don’t know all the seedy undersides of these things. If you really knew what that politician did to pass the law or to get elected, you might not vote for him. If you really knew all that went into creating your new phone or sweatshirt, you might not want to buy it, or you might at least think twice about it. Now, I can say with certainty that after actually watching how the sausage is made, you don’t need to worry about Johnsonville Sausage.

In our reading for today, God has decided to show the children of Israel how the sausage gets made. He gives them a peak behind the curtain. We find the prophet Isaiah prophesying to the children of Israel as they face the threat of an invading Assyrian army. Isaiah has already prophesied that they are doomed to fall, that they will be defeated and carried off into exile. 

Isaiah reveals that although they will be in exile for a time, they will return from their exile. They will not return on their own, however. God has chosen—anointed—a man to lead them back from their exile. That man will not a be a fellow child of Israel, and he will not be a follower of Yahweh. His name will be Cyrus, and he will be the ruler of the Persian Empire. He will conquer the Babylonian Empire and will allow them to return. Not only that, but he will fund the construction of a new temple for them to worship at. 

This is certainly an amazing prediction for God to make, that a foreign leader will not only release them but build their temple for them as well. It was not as if there were followers of God in other nations who might be sympathetic. Each nation had their own gods. But that is not the most amazing part of this prophecy. The most amazing part is that Cyrus is not even alive yet, and there is no Persian empire in existence yet. Assyria hasn’t conquered Jerusalem, Babylon hasn’t conquered Assyria, and Assyria hasn’t conquered Jerusalem. Isaiah is prophesying something that will happen 200 years in the future!

God makes it very clear in His revelation to Isaiah that He is in control. He will send them into exile, He will care for them in exile, and He will take them out of it. God is teaching His people who He is and what He is willing to do for their sake. He is willing to create war, to cause the rise and fall of empires, to crush armies, just so that His people will know that He and He alone is God. He creates, and destroys, He enlightens and darkens, He orders and disorders. He is in control of all things, and He orders all things for the sake of His people. 
Not for their earthly good, not to make them prosper, and not to make them secure and comfortable. Rather, He orders all things so that they would know Him. To truly know God is to love God, and one who truly knows God is loved by Him. 

Dearly beloved, you are known by the same God, and out of His great love for you, you know Him as well. In the waters of Holy Baptism, God has introduced Himself to you. He has created a relationship with you; He has given you faith. Because of your faith, you know Him and He knows you. 

You have been brought into His family. You have been grafted onto the tree of life. God has given you His name. Because of His love for you, one day, He will call you up out of your grave by your name and you will walk again in newness of life. Because of His love for you, you have become the center of the universe—you have become the goal of all things. 

God has ordered all things, the rising and falling of nations, the order of the seasons, the paths of the planets, and the brightness of the stars for you. Not for your comfort, not for your happiness, not for your prosperity; He has ordered all things just so that you might be here today. This is the goal of all God’s plans for this world. His goal is for you to know Him, to receive Him, to honor Him, and to be served by Him. 

He spares no expense for you; there is no tool too great or too small, there is no person too evil or too good for Him to use to get you to desire to know Him. To desire to receive His body and blood, to desire His spirit, to desire just to hear His voice in His Word. Dear Christians, any good works that we do are empowered by the Holy Spirit; any good works that we do have the end goal of getting someone to hear His Word and receive His sacrament. 

That was Jesus’ goal on earth, it is why He lived a perfect life, it is why He took our sin upon Himself, it is why He died, and it is why He rose again. So that you and I would come and know Him, so that we would come here and hear His voice preached from a pulpit and read from a book, so that we would bring our children here to be baptized, so that we would come to receive His body and blood. It isn’t to hear music or to socialize, although those are both great gifts that God has given us. No, God has ordered all things so that we would be fed by His Word and sacrament. 

If that is God’s goal for all things, then it should be ours as well. The thing about God is that He is going to accomplish what He wants whether we knowingly help Him or not. We do our best when we move with God instead of against Him or adjacent to Him. The goal of doing good works, of evangelism, should not be to increase or make our budget better, or to make church feel more full. The goal of all that we do as the body of Christ on earth should be to connect people to Word and Sacrament ministry so that they will know who exactly God is. 

It's easy to know who God is because He tells us! He isn’t a God of secrets! He is a God who tells us exactly how the sausage gets made. He is a God who has revealed Himself to the world, who has walked among us, who continues to speak to us through His Word. We have a God who has freely offered salvation to anyone who doesn’t reject it. He is a God who has ordered all things for you and me so that we would not only be known and used by Him, but so that we may also know Him as a kind and gracious God who loves each and every one of us. A God who loves us so much that He gave up His only Son so that we might know Him. 

A God who gives freely, a God who teaches freely, a God who will not leave us in exile here forever. A God who will one day stop using means to save His people and will instead come Himself to save us one last time from our own sin and destruction. He will come and will once again, once and for all, make all things new for you and for me, so that we might know Him better than we have ever known Him before. In the name of Jesus, Amen.


2

