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In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
In college, I was involved with our Camp Ministry leadership team. I learned pretty quickly that if you wanted college kids to come to an event, it was a good idea to include food. College kids would come to just about anything as long as there was free food involved. It’s been a while since I was in college, but I don’t think much has changed for me, especially with kids now. If someone is offering free food and we don’t have to cook, there is a good chance that my family and I will be there. It’s part of why I love weddings, free food and drinks. 
I’ve been to some fancy weddings, but I can only imagine what it would be like to go to the wedding of a king’s son. The appetizers, the drinks, the main courses, the desserts, I’m sure that it would be some of the best food I would ever have, and everything for free! 
For all these reasons, I find it hard to understand why so many rejected their invitation to the wedding feast in our parable for today. Seems like they just thought they had better things to do. They had businesses to care for, money to earn, crops to harvest, and family to take care of. No time to go to a feast. What they didn’t understand was that an invitation from the king is not one that you can turn down. By doing so, they dishonor the king and his generosity. 
The kingdom of God is often compared to a feast in the Bible. The Jews were God’s chosen people; they were invited into His feast to enjoy His rich food. They were chosen by God to enjoy His feast, but instead rejected Him, killing His servants the prophets, and eventually killing His Son. They were too interested in their own works and their own righteousness to worry about the gifts that God was offering them.
We have not killed God’s prophets, but how many times have we neglected His kingdom in favor of other things? How many times have we put work, school, money, or family in front of going to church or reading God’s Word? How many times have we allowed ourselves to become too busy to study God’s Word or even to pray? How many times have we thought that the things of this world were more important than the things of God? How many times have we neglected to give money to the Lord in favor of spending it on other things? We, like the people in our parable, have decided that the rewards of this life, money, security, and comfort, are better than the joy that Christ has prepared for us in His church. 
Dear Christians, the feast is prepared for you today. Today the bridegroom comes to you, and His Father offers you the very best that He has to offer. His chosen people rejected His invitation, and through the waters of Holy Baptism, you have been brought into the feast. Whether you were good or bad, whether you lived your life apart from Christ or have walked with Him the whole time, the feast is yours. 
In baptism, you have been given your wedding clothes. You are clothed in Christ’s righteousness; your sin is covered in His perfection. But, dear Christians, we are more than guests in this feast, for we are His church. We are the bride of Christ. The feast is prepared for the Son and for His bride. You are more than a guest; you are THE guest. The Father has spared nothing for you. Here in the body and blood of His Son, you receive something far greater than the things of this world. 
The feast of our Lord gives you forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Take His invitation! The things of this world are here today and gone tomorrow. The king’s invitation will not last forever. We are tempted to think that His gifts will be here when it is convenient for us, but when we choose things other than the feast, our faith withers and decays, and death too comes for us all like a thief in the night. 
Remember your baptism, put on your wedding clothes, eat and be merry. Rejoice that here in the Lord’s Supper your sins are forgiven and your future is secured. But rejoice even more that here in the Divine Service we receive just a small foretaste of the feast that is to come. One day, there will be another feast. One day, Christ will return and the dead will be raised. On that day, we will taste and see what we have sampled in this life. 
When Christ returns, we will enter into eternal life, into the great and unending wedding feast. On that day, God will feast with us, but He will feast on death. Death, sin, and the devil himself will be gone from this world. On that day, our bridegroom will come and rescue us from this life of sin. He will bring us from a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth into a land of great joy and feasting. 
This life is uncertain, but Christ’s love for you is certain. Put on His wedding clothes, put on His righteousness, and put your faith in Him. Remember who you have become in the waters of Holy Baptism. Remember how Christ gave Himself for you. Remember that your sins are forgiven, and enjoy the feast that He has prepared. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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