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In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
I was blessed to get to go to Israel in the seminary. It was truly a life-changing experience that I hope to repeat again someday. I will not say, however, that it was all the way around an amazing trip. We were in Jerusalem doing some shopping in one of the markets, and a friend and I went into a booth to look at some crosses. I found a couple I was interested in and started to try and haggle with the shop owner. 
We were approaching a final price, so I took my money out and started counting—big mistake. The man grabbed more money than we were agreeing on, put the crosses in the bag, and told me to get out of the store. My friend and I were not happy and didn’t start moving. I tried to argue, but the man just kept calling me “friend” and pointing to the door, while in my head I was thinking this man was about as far from a friend as I could think of. All of a sudden, there were three or four of his “friends” in the store with us, and we realized it was time to say goodbye to our “friend,” and we left. 
At the end of our parable for today, the master calls the grumpy worker “friend,” and I can’t help but think that the grumpy worker felt the same way. He was clearly not happy with the master, and he has the audacity to call him his friend. It seems like the master isn’t living the same reality as everyone else. He does so many un-masterly things. He goes to the market himself in the morning, he can’t seem to figure out how many people he needs, he dishes out money seemingly without thought, and now he clearly can’t read the room as he calls someone, who could easily be described as his enemy, his friend. 
You know, there are times in life where God seems much more like an enemy than a friend. There are times when He really seems to be piling it on. Money is low and something happens to the car. Work is going crazy and something happens to your house. One kid gets hurt or sick and the other one starts doing poorly in school. We get sick and taxes are due. A family member dies, and then a friend dies, and then another one dies. 
Times like that are proof that telling someone “It’s a part of God’s plan,” or “God is in control,” isn’t always comforting. If God is in control and everything in our lives is going wrong, then maybe God isn’t our friend after all. Maybe God is our enemy, or even worse, maybe God just doesn’t know what He is doing. 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, lots of Jews couldn’t understand what God was doing. They couldn’t understand how God could include the Gentiles in salvation. They couldn’t understand how God could get more workers in the 12th hour and give them the same gift of salvation that He gave them. Eventually, many of them let their anger and doubt turn into unbelief. Their unbelief took them from being God’s friend to His enemy. 
I just don’t think that we are quite there. Maybe I’m an optimist, but I would like to think that every person in this room would rejoice if someone came to the faith who lived their whole life apart from it. We are not quite Jonah despairing that the Ninevites have repented and received forgiveness. But you know, I do think that we do have a tendency to question our wages. 
We know in our heart of hearts that God does not give us money, or power, or glory, or any other worldly thing in exchange for our faithfulness. But again, when things go wrong, those thoughts love to creep in there. God I have done so much for you, I sing in the choir, I bake cookies for college kids, I hand out sandwiches in the park, I bake desserts for funerals, I help fix things around church, I teach Sunday School, I’ve served on boards, I am a pastor or a teacher in your church, I give money to the church, and this is how you reward me?
Forgiveness of sins and eternal life is great and all, but how does that help me today, God? How does that help me pay for my children’s school, how does that help me pay my bills, how does that help me fix my car or patch the hole in my roof, how does that help me pay for retirement? 
Soon, we are the angry servant asking for more than what the Father has promised us. Dear Christians, don’t fall into that trap. God is not your enemy, He is your Father, He is your friend. He has called you into His church through the waters of Holy Baptism. He came to this earth to die on a cross and forgive your sins. He has given you something that can be found nowhere else. He has given you eternal life and unity with Him. With sins forgiven, you stand before Him as a dearly loved child.  
God hasn’t promised you money or fame or an easy life; He has promised you something far better. He has promised you eternal life. He has promised you a life in the resurrection of the dead that will be far better than the life of the wealthiest, most famous, or most powerful person on earth. Your life may be tough, things will go wrong, but it doesn’t mean that God hates you, and it doesn’t mean He has abandoned you. 
God has promised to walk with you through the darkest moments. In faith we turn to Him, and in faith we trust that, even if our life isn’t what we want or what we expected, God truly is our friend and our Savior. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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