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In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
I made a Walmart trip the other night after church. After I got everything on my list, I went to the checkout. I was tired, distracted, and ready to go home. As I got to my car, I realized that I couldn’t remember how much I spent. I was getting some things for church too, so I needed to keep my receipt. I franticly searched the bags, my pockets, and looked for a digital receipt on my phone as well but couldn’t find anything. Finally, I realized that I had scanned my items and completely forgotten to actually pay. I looked around to make sure no security guards were coming to tackle me, went back inside, and found my register waiting for me to pay. 
I’m not ashamed to admit that I am probably more forgetful than most people, and I’ve been told that three children under the age of five will do that to you. We have all forgotten things before; you’ve forgotten the milk you were supposed to get, a name, an ingredient in a recipe, and at one point or another, we have all forgotten our child’s birthday. 
Jesus’ parable from our reading today is full of people forgetting things. We are introduced to a slave who owes his master an astronomical amount of money, estimates range anywhere from 2 billion to 10 billion dollars—either way, more money than he could ever pay back. The slave begs his master for forgiveness, and the master miraculously does just that, he forgives the entire debt. He forgets the debt the servant owed him. 
Then, it’s the slave’s turn to forget. The slave goes to a coworker who owes him a minimal amount. His fellow slave asks for patience but receives none; the man is choked and thrown in jail. The forgiven slave forgot what his master did for him.
Jesus wraps up the parable by telling His disciples that the master was furious at his slave for forgetting his mercy, so he withdraws his pardon and throws him in jail.  Jesus then tells the disciples that they must forget the sins of their brothers, or God Himself will forget them. 
Some things are easy to forget, milk, a date, a name, or where you left your keys. Other things are much, much harder to forget. It’s hard to forget the lies you were told, the emotional or physical pain someone inflicted on you, careless words, and broken promises. In short, it’s hard to forget sin. It’s especially hard to forget the sins that someone committed against you. When that someone is someone that you love and trust, it gets even harder.
We are sinful to our core. The Original Sin that we have inherited from Adam continually drives us toward more and more sin. We sin against God, we sin against ourselves, and we sin against each other. You cannot escape this life without someone sinning against you. Some sins are small, others are big. Some debts are small, and some are astronomical. Jesus’ point to the disciples is that it doesn’t matter. It doesn’t matter how big or how small the sins are, you must forgive them. 
You know, we talk about forgiveness a lot in the church, but really, I think that it is something that we will never truly understand this side of the resurrection. It’s like you are forcing yourself to forget something that happened, but of course we know that we can’t and shouldn’t completely forget. You forgive your son for crashing the car, but you have to keep that in mind the next time he wants to go out at night with friends. You forgive your friend for sharing a secret you told them, but you know that you shouldn’t keep telling them secrets after that. 
Forgiveness is hard. God can forgive once and for all. For example, you. On the cross, God forgave your sins, wiped them away, they are gone. I don’t think that we can, or at least I know that I can’t yet, forgive once and for all. Rather, for us, we need to forgive over and over again. There is someone who sinned against me, and every time I see that person or think about that person, I have to remind myself that I forgave them. In a sense, every time I do that, I have to forgive them again. 
It’s an ongoing thing because our own sin gets in the way and muddles everything up. Someone sins against us, we respond with more sin. God is the opposite; we sin against Him and He responds in perfect and holy love. Try our best, we will never be like the master, but try your best, and I promise you that you can be better than the angry and ungrateful slave. 
Your sins are forgiven! Your Master has erased your debt. You are holy and perfect before God, and you aren’t the only one. On the Cross, Christ forgave the sins of the world. That includes the most terrible sins that someone has committed against you. If Christ forgave them, we must strive to be like Him and forgive them as well. Christ did more than just forgive your sins, He forgot them. 
God takes enemies and makes them dearly loved children. Your past doesn’t matter to Christ. All that matters to Him is your present and your future. You matter to Christ; He loved you so much that He took your punishment and paid your debt. Your sins are forgiven, and you have been set free to forgive others. Your future is secured in Him. One day, Christ will raise you from the dead, and there will be no more sins to forgive.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
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