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In the name of Jesus, Amen.
I have said a lot of dumb things in my life, and for that reason, I have always found Peter to be a kindred spirit. In our selection from the Gospel of Matthew this morning, we find Peter at it again. Peter takes Jesus aside and rebukes Him. Not a great idea to take the Lord of the universe aside and tell Him off. Peter is confused; Jesus has just told the disciples that He is going to Jerusalem to suffer many things and finally, to die. 
Peter can’t understand why Jesus would say those things and even less why Jesus would willingly allow that to happen to Him. Perhaps Peter, like many others, thought that Jesus was a madman. But before we are too harsh on Peter, let’s put ourselves in Peter’s shoes. The man that he has been following around for three years, the man who has become his friend and teacher, the man who walked on water and fed 5,000 people has said that He not only is going to die, but also when and where it will happen.
Let us also remember all of the times that we have been like Peter. I don’t mean the times we have said dumb things, but the times that we have questioned God and His timing, His plan for our lives. We too have taken the Lord aside and questioned Him, doubted Him. We have all made plans for our lives, only to have those plans fall apart and God lead us an entirely different way. 
Peter had a plan for Jesus. He thought he understood Jesus; he liked the Jesus that he had created, and he didn’t want to lose that Jesus. We too create our own picture of Jesus, our own idea of Jesus, and I think that is why so many people doubt their faith or even lose their faith. Instead of building our understanding of Christ off of His Word, we build it off of our own conceptions, or even worse, those of the culture around us. Then, when things go wrong and Jesus doesn’t seem to be acting the way we expect Him to, we doubt, we give up.
Our solution to this problem is to turn to listen to Jesus, to take Him at His Word as He tells us about Himself, as He tells us who He is. Since the fall, we humans have always been good at making idols. Just look at the Israelites in the wilderness, it took them less than 40 days away from Moses to make an idol. We cannot trust ourselves, our own ideas, our emotions, and definitely not our own intuitions about who God is or what He does. We must always turn back to His Word, to the Bible. 
When we stray from His Word, we wander into all sorts of bad places, and to be totally honest with you, we start to say some pretty dumb things about God. There is so much “Pop-Christianity” out there that is not based on God’s Word but instead is based on our feelings about God. That is why preserving our Lutheran Hymnody and the Divine Service is so important. So many contemporary Christian songs are not based on any section of Scripture at all but instead on the feelings or ideas about God that one person or a few people had. 
Jesus’ response to Peter is a bit jarring. “Get behind me Satan, you are a hinderance to me.” I’ve always been fascinated by Jesus’ words here. How in the world could the God of the universe be tempted by a man? Have you ever thought about that? We can understand Satan tempting Jesus in the wilderness, sure. Satan is an angel; he offers Him power and authority. He’s not an equal by any means to Christ, but at least he is far more powerful than a man. 
For just a single man to tempt the Creator of the universe is amazing. I sort of think about it like this: a stranger in the grocery store could not tempt me into buying a dozen chocolate cupcakes, but it wouldn’t take much for one of my children to tempt me into doing just that. What’s the difference? It’s love, of course. My love for my children can tempt me into doing just about anything. 
It was Jesus’ love for Peter that makes Peter’s words so dangerous to Him. Peter didn’t understand what he was saying to Jesus, but at the heart of Peter’s words to Christ was love. So, too, at the heart of Jesus’ words to Peter was love. For the joy that was set before Him, Christ went to the cross, but He worried about those that He left behind. Just look at His high priestly prayer in the garden when Christ is agonizing over the fate of His disciples. Jesus could have spared His disciples great pain. He could have spared His mother great pain, but instead, He went to the cross. 
There on the cross, Simeon’s words rang true, a sword pierced through Mary’s heart along with the hearts of His disciples. Jesus knew that their momentary pain would be greatly overshadowed by the joy they would feel later after He was raised. So, Jesus pressed on towards Jerusalem. 
Dear Christians, Christ’s love for you is guiding you through your life. Every moment is orchestrated for your good. I don’t mean that God is leading you to prosperity. I don’t mean that God is leading you towards workplace success or anything like that, although of course, He might be. What I do mean is that as you go through your life, the things that happen to you are not random. We are, as Pastor Groth reminded us last week, not a product of random events and molecules. 
Christ is guiding your life when things are going well and when things are not going so well. When your life is not going as planned, when Christ is not living up to your expectations, turn to His Word and hear what He has to say about Himself and what He has to say about you. There in the Word, we find God’s Love for us. We find that God loves us so much He allows bad things to happen to us. He allows bad things to happen so that we might turn to Him and His Word.
God loved us so much that He came to this earth as a baby in a virgin’s womb, lived a perfect life, died on a cross, rose again, and ascended into heaven. He did it all so that you and I might have the gift of eternal life.
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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