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In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
One of my favorite parts of being a pastor is the almost complete lack of math. I have never been a math fan; I don’t enjoy any part of it. I had to take one math class in college and I absolutely hated it. It was easy but it felt so tedious. I know that some of you are math people, and I congratulate you for that; someone needs to be, but it’s not me. 
Math is one of those things where one question can be virtually impossible for one person and extremely easy for another. This experience isn’t limited to only math, of course. There are plenty of things in our life that we aren’t able to handle ourselves. It doesn’t matter how handy, experienced, or smart you are, and it doesn’t even matter how much money you have. Eventually, you will run into a problem you can’t solve by yourself. Whether that’s water coming out of your basement drain, an audit, a broken foot, a bad diagnosis, or a loved one’s betrayal, eventually, you are going to need help dealing with a problem.
In our reading for today, the disciples have a problem. They are in the middle of the Sea of Galilee and there is a bad storm. The Sea of Galilee is 700 feet below sea level and is surrounded by hills and mountains. This makes it very easy for cold and warm air to meet and, therefore, strong storms to develop quickly. They are caught in a storm and things aren’t going well. If you were caught in a storm on the Sea of Galilee in a small boat, the disciples were exactly who you would want to call for help. Many of them were fishermen who spent most of their life on that water; they were the experts; they were the math people. 
The problem was too big, the storm was too difficult even for them, even for the experts. 
Jesus is praying on the mountain; He finally has a moment to himself. He has been fixing everyone’s problems. Feeding more than 5,000 hungry people, healing countless people, casting out demons, preaching, teaching, and more. As He is praying, He looks out and sees the disciples caught in the storm. 
Jesus heads down the mountain, and as He gets to the lake, we see that the problems of this life, no matter how great they are, are nothing for Jesus. He simply walks on the water, unbothered by the waves and the wind around Him. He approaches the disciples and they are afraid of Him; they think He is a ghost. But instead of scolding them for their superstitions, He tells them who He is and comforts them in the midst of their fear. “I Am,” says Jesus. Jesus speaks the same words to the disciples that He spoke to Moses from the burning bush when Moses asked Him His name, “Ego Eimi, Eyah Yahweh.” 
The waves were nothing for Jesus because He created them. In the beginning He separated them, the waters from below and the waters from above. He put them in oceans and lakes, rivers and creeks. He caused storms to cover the earth in the days of Noah. He stopped rain for three and a half years in the days of wicked king Ahab, only to bring rain again. 
Dear Christians, I don’t need to tell you that you will have problems in your life. I know that many of you have already had your fair share of problems, and if you haven’t yet, they are coming. Some of those problems will be small enough for you to handle, others will be bigger than anything you have experienced before, too big to handle alone. 
I think it’s too simplistic to say that Jesus gets rid of the problems in our lives, and we all know this just by looking at our lives. Not everyone recovers from cancer, not everyone is spared in a car crash, not every marriage is healed, not every friendship is restored, not every child apologizes, not every bank account is replenished. 
Peter walks on the water; Peter doesn’t calm the storm. As Christians, our faith allows us to walk above the problems of this life. Being a Christian doesn’t remove the problems of this life. Being a Christian, putting faith in Christ, gives us perspective, it allows us to persevere through the biggest problems of our lives, to see the problems of this life as just that, problems of this life. In Christ, we know that there is another life waiting for us in the resurrection of the dead.
We will go through problems in our life, but that doesn’t mean that God has abandoned us. Christ sent the disciples onto the lake knowing the storm would appear, and even in the midst of His prayers to the Father, He was watching them from the mountain. You are a child of God, bought with the precious blood of Christ. He gave His life for you and He cares for you to this day. He has promised never to leave you or forsake you. 
That is our comfort when the problems of this world seem too big to handle. We don’t just have an expert on our side, we have the Creator of all things on our side. He is with us through all our problems, and I have found that not all the time, but more often than not, He will calm the storm; He will solve our problems.
When life seems to be giving you problem after problem, fix your eyes on Christ. Turn to Him in prayer, turn to His Word, eat and drink His body and His blood and He will give you perspective, He will help you to persevere. He may not solve your problems, but He will be with you through them and will use them to strengthen your faith. When your faith falters, when doubts creep in and the water rises around you, cry out to Him again like Peter, and He will restore your faith. 
The God of the universe who has power over storms, who heals the sick, who creates food from nothing, died for you. He gave His life so that you might have eternal life. One day, He will raise you from the dead just as He rose from the dead. In that world, there will be no sin, disease, devils, or death. On that day, we will look back and see how Christ was with us even in the worst storms. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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