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 “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD” (Ps. 27:4).  

Have you ever noticed how creation is more beautiful than it needs to be? God creates not just for function. He creates goodness and delight. He creates things to be beautiful. The overflow of God’s creativity is not necessarily efficient. The beauty He creates exceeds necessity. Consider snowflakes, for example. We’ve often heard, “No two of them is identical.” And though it’s hard to believe, it’s true. The earth produces an enormous number of snowflakes, but the number of possible patterns is vastly larger. And yet, through a microscope, they are exquisite and beautiful, better than any craftsman on earth could make with glass, wood, or metal. Their beauty exceeds necessity and demonstrates God’s intent to create that which is beautiful and awe inspiring.  

God creates beauty far beyond function, even where no one is watching, with deep ocean creatures that live in perpetual darkness, where sunlight never reaches, and yet when brought to the surface, they are full of brilliant colors and patterns. Or faraway planets, unseen by any until today, with colorful rings around them like Saturn.
  
Evolutionary biologists call it the “beauty problem.” That is, evolution cannot explain why the beauty of creation is so rich, beyond function, gratuitous even. 

Consider the peacock’s tail. Why that level of extravagance? From the functional view of evolution, you’d expect traits to be efficient, minimal, just enough to get the job done . . . to survive or attract. No wasted energy. But the peacock’s tail goes way beyond just enough. It is over the top extravagant. Charles Darwin himself struggled with it, famously writing that the sight of a peacock feather made him feel sick because it could not be explained by natural selection. Those huge, colorful, ornate tail feathers are energetically expensive for the bird. That is, the bird spends a large amount of biological resources to grow, maintain, and carry it around. Predators can spot that tail from a mile away, and, because of that weighty tail, escape is harder. It’s useless for flying, a liability, and far more than necessary for attracting a mate. After all, the plain jane sparrows in my back yard have no trouble finding a mate. And yet, God gives the peacock his grandiose tail, and it is there for us to enjoy and admire.

Or consider the Morpho Butterfly, whose metallic blue iridescence changes with the angle of the light. The blue color is not a pigment. The microscopic scales on the wings contain layered nanostructures that bend, scatter, and interfere with light. How could such a thing have possibly evolved its way into existence one random mutation at a time? Charles Hawkins, an avowed atheist and evolutionist, writes it off as “the result of blind pitiless indifference.” Yeah, right. It requires great faith, albeit misdirected, to say it’s all the result of blind indifference.  
Genesis 1, “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good” (v. 31)! Not just workable. Not just enough to get the job done, a matter of utility.  And certainly not the result of blind pitiless indifference. It was very good. It was beautiful.

Theologians have long noticed the beauty of creation and have said there’s another purpose for this beauty. Augustine believed beauty in nature echoes a deeper, more perfect beauty. They are signposts pointing back to God, their Creator. The beauty of creation can make us yearn for the Author of creation. It makes me think of Augustine’s famous statement, “Our hearts are restless, Lord, until they rest in Thee.”    

C.S. Lewis also focused on the emotional pull of beauty, what he called “longing.” He argued that our desire for beauty can never be fully satisfied by the world itself. We always want more. If we have a desire the world cannot satisfy, it may point to something beyond the world, Someone beyond the world. It’s a clue that we are made for more than just survival. Psalm 42, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for the living God” (v. 1).

Have you noticed how the super wealthy go through one home after another, or one girlfriend after another, never really satisfied, like King Solomon, denying himself nothing that his heart desired. Yet, Solomon also found it meaningless, like chasing after the wind (Eccl. 1:14). I think we all yearn for more than what the world can give. We yearn for what only God can give.  

G.K. Chesterton noticed the world feels less like a machine and more like art . . . playful and intentional. Any God who creates over 14,000 species of ants loves to create. Apparently, He gets a kick out of it. That joy and creativity pulls at us. It’s not just functional. It’s beautiful and gives us a sense of longing and joy.  

Now, the danger is that we are tempted to worship the creation. For example, Psalm 19 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies above proclaim the work of His hands.” That is, the stars and planets and galaxies are beautiful, but they are the work of His hands, so don’t you worship the stars, or try to determine the future from the stars. Likewise, there is beauty in the human figure, but don’t you engage with pornography. It’s not just a Sixth Commandment issue; it’s also a First Commandment issue. You shall have no other gods. We worship the LORD and Him only do we serve.  

In our morning devotions, Jacklyn and I recently went through Deuteronomy where God is overseeing the construction of the tabernacle. God gives craftsmen and artists very specific instructions to create beauty within the tabernacle, using the most precious of metals and yarns and wood. He wants beauty in worship, not just function, not just enough to get the job done. We could worship in a pole barn with recorded music, but God doesn’t prefer that for us. He wants beauty in the worship space. It is His usual way, His M.O. He wants beauty beyond necessity, and He wants it in abundance.  

God is not just concerned about outward beauty. He’s also concerned about inner beauty, moral beauty.  1 Samuel 16, “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (v. 7).  Peter speaks of “the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit” (1 Pet. 3:3-4). Wisdom is portrayed as more precious than fine jewels (Prov. 3:15; 8:11). The righteous are compared to bright, shining stars (Dan. 12:3, Mt. 13:43), and clean garments (Is. 1:18; Rev. 7:14; Is. 61:10). Proverbs 31 says, “Beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised (Prov. 31:30).  

So, we come to Jesus. Of Him, Isaiah wrote, “He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him” (Is. 53:2). Yet, we have long understood Christ’s sacrifice as the highest form of beauty because He became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:6-8).  

That is, the Bible does something surprising with the suffering and death of Jesus. It presents it as outwardly ugly, and inwardly beautiful. His physical suffering at the hands of wicked men was grotesque, but the sacrifice He made for us is beautiful, for “He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities, upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed” (Is. 53:5). That is, the Author of creation, the Craftsman at the Father’s side (Prov. 8:30), is also the Author of our redemption. On the cross, God’s justice is vented against Him for all our sin, and God’s mercy made available for all sinners. So, the cross reveals to us the beauty of God’s character.  

The theory of evolution says beauty is only about survival, and sexual attraction. The cross had nothing to do with either, so the theology of the cross just doesn’t register with evolutionists. To them, Jesus on the cross looks weak and feeble, a flat-out failure. But, by faith, we see beauty in God’s humility, His love, and His sacrifice for us and for our salvation. 

Finally, Paul writes, “No eye has seen, nor ear has heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9).  On earth, we get cities with streets stained with oil and blood and exhaustion. In heaven, we get streets of pure gold, like transparent glass. On earth, observing the goodness of His creation, we get a teasing taste of what we miss. In heaven, the new creation, Eden restored. On earth, we have the world of creatures turned into a food chain. In heaven, “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together” (Is. 11:6-7). On earth, death and decay are all around us.  It’s what we always see and experience. In heaven, no death or mourning or crying or pain. Just beauty, beauty all around.  

The Bible says we will be raised with glorified bodies. According to God’s usual way of doing things, I’m expecting something beyond just functional. I’m expecting beautiful, for “He makes everything beautiful in its time” (Eccl. 3:11). Beauty in you too, inside and out, and beauty in the angels. Beauty in the worship and music and in the food. Remember? The best of meats and the finest of wines. It’s His M.O. after all, so I’m expecting to see beauty at every turn, and especially beauty in Him, “For now we see in a mirror dimly; but then, face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12).  

It is our ultimate longing, the Bible teaches, to see Him face to face in His kingdom. “One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD” (Ps. 27:4). 
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