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Matthew 14:13-21
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Matthew 14 marks a shift in the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew will now spend some time focusing on the miracles of Jesus. It is interesting though, that the last teaching He does in chapter 13 is in His hometown of Nazareth. There, the people, His neighbors, likely even His extended family, will reject His teaching and demand miracles. Jesus will, in turn, reject them. They become so angry at Him for denying them miracles that they will try to throw Him off a cliff.
You would think that Jesus would be done with miracles since He wouldn’t do any in Nazareth, but instead it seems for a time the focus of His ministry will be miracles. Our Gospel reading contains Jesus’ most public miracle; it is the only miracle that is in all four Gospels, the feeding of the 5,000. 
Jesus was run out of His hometown and then found out that His cousin John had been killed by Herod. That is the context for Matthew 14. Jesus gets into a boat and goes to a desolate place, likely to get some rest and mourn for John. When the boat lands, however, He sees that the people have followed Him. Not only did the healthy follow, but they brought their sick with them as well to that desolate place. 
Not a smart thing to do, bring sick and injured people out into the desert. It is something you would only do if you had no other choice. 
The desert, desolate places, the wilderness, is an important theme found throughout the Bible. Of course, it is most clearly seen in the Israelites wanderings for 40 years, but there are other times as well. Elijah flees the wicked king and queen in the wilderness, as does David when he runs from Saul. Jonah is in the wilderness when the city of Ninevah repents, and even Jesus spent time in the wilderness being tempted by Satan at the start of His ministry. 
The wilderness is a place of temptation; it is a place of testing. In the wilderness, people are pushed to their limits. They become totally reliant on God alone for all things. The wilderness is a place of provision, a place where even minor blessings are a reminder of the providence of God. 
It’s safe to say that we do not live in the desert here in Watertown, even though we went quite a while without meaningful rain. Food is plentiful, the corn is growing, your vegetables will recover, and the grass is green again. Even if you don’t have a garden, of course, food is not hard to find. We have plenty of restaurants, convenience stores, and grocery stores that are practically overflowing with food and drink. We have so much stuff here in America that it’s hard to imagine what it’s even like being in the wilderness, being in the desert, being in a desolate place. 
Jesus provides for the children of Israel in that desolate place just as He provided for them in their wilderness wanderings so long before. It was Christ who put bread on the ground for them to eat, Christ who brought them quail, Christ who poured forth water from a rock to quench their thirst. In the Gospel for today, Christ once again provides for the earthly needs of His people. He heals their sick and feeds them with heavenly food. 
It is a reminder for us that it is Christ who, as Luther says in his explanation to the First Article of the Creed, “richly and daily provides for all that we need to support this body and life.” He may use famers and grocers and gas station workers to do it, but it is Christ who directs it all. It is also a good reminder that no disease is beyond the healing of the great physician, so we ought to pray to Him when we are sick.
The God of the Old Testament was the God who healed the sick and fed the hungry in that desolate place, some 1500 years after Moses. The God who showed His people patience and compassion in the wilderness showed His people patience and compassion in that desolate place. At times, we think that our worries are too little for God. At times, we think that the only good news that God has for us is that our sins are forgiven. 
Your sins are certainly forgiven; they are washed clean in the blood of the lamb. You receive that forgiveness each time you eat of the heavenly food of the Lord’s Supper. God isn’t just concerned about your eternal life though; He is concerned about your life here on earth as well. God will provide you each day your daily bread. He doesn’t promise you daily cake, He doesn’t promise you daily lobster or steak, but He does promise you daily bread.  
God’s compassion for you isn’t limited to a spiritual compassion; He is not a merely spiritual god; He is a physical God. In the person of Jesus Christ, God joined Himself to creation. He knows what it’s like to be hungry and poor, and He knows what it’s like to enjoy a good meal as well. 
Maybe you haven’t feared for a meal or wondered how to pay your electric bill. If so, then remember that God works through means. God works through bread, wine, and water, but He also works through people. Maybe God will work through you to provide someone their daily bread. We support local food banks as well as free meals. We provide food for students in our school who are dealing with food insecurity, and we provide grocery cards and more. Simply by giving an offering, you are helping to provide someone with their daily bread. 
One day, no one will worry about their daily bread. One day, the barren and desolate places of this earth will be filled with life. As Isaiah foretold, one day, “Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s salvation.’' One day, Christ will return and we will find life and life abundant. One day, our wandering through this spiritual desert will be done. One day, sickness and hunger will be gone, and we will find our life and our sustenance in Christ. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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