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In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
About a month ago, my family and I were getting ice cream at Mullens in Oconomowoc. We were just about to sit down, and my head was filled with strategies to somehow make it through the next 10 minutes without anyone’s ice cream hitting the ground. As we sat down, I looked up at someone walking by and in an instant, I recognized them; it was my friend from the seminary that I hadn’t seen in a few years. He is a pastor in the middle of Indiana and seeing him here in the middle of Wisconsin was completely unexpected. 
In our Gospel reading for today, we find Jesus in an unexpected place, speaking to an unexpected person. First off, we find Jesus in an unexpected place, Tyre and Sidon. The region did not have very many Jews in it, most of the people who lived there were Gentiles. Historically, much evil had come from this region. The people there sacrificed children to their pagan gods like Baal. Perhaps the best-known person to come from this region was Jezebel, the evil queen and wife of Ahab.
While Jesus is in the region, He has an unexpected visitor—a Canaanite Woman. Most native people to that area were Canaanites, so just her living there wouldn’t have been unexpected. What is unexpected is the fact that she came up to Jesus, and even more unexpected is how she addresses Him. “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David.” There are so many details to her backstory that we don’t have here. She addresses Him as the Messiah; how in the world did she even know there was a Messiah coming? How did she know to refer to Him as the Son of David? How did she even know He was there? All these questions add to the unexpected nature of this interaction. 
We may not know how that woman got there, but we do know why. Her daughter is possessed by a demon, and she believes that Jesus can do something about it. Yet, Jesus gives her an unexpected response, silence. This is not the Jesus we expect. All it took for Jesus to heal people by the Sea of Galilee was a glance. He saw those people oppressed, sheep without a shepherd, and He felt compassion. Where is the compassion for this woman and her daughter? She was a pagan, and it was common for pagans to call upon spirits, to try and contact them and get their power. It’s likely her daughter was possessed in relation to one of these events. Maybe the mother did something wrong, but the child? Surely Jesus could at least have compassion on the child. Yet, all we get is silence.
All we get is silence until the woman, after following Him for a while, throws herself at His feet and begs Him. Again, an unexpected response from Jesus, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” The woman’s response is just as unexpected. No denial of being a dog, no indignation, no anger, only acknowledgment and humility. “Yes, Lord yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the master’s table.” Jesus gives her an unexpected response, no more silence, no more “no.” “Great is your faith, let it be done for you as you desire.” 
In an unexpected place, an unexpected woman comes to a Savior who gives her an unexpected answer before He unexpectedly heals her daughter. 
God doesn’t always act the way that we expect Him to. We would like it if there was a simple formula so God did exactly what we want Him to do. You want God to heal you? All you need to is say this prayer, have faith, and He will heal you. You want your children to go to heaven one day? All you need to do is bring them to church and pray with them. You want to stop one sin or another, all you need to do is say a special prayer each morning and you are good to go. We would like good people to prosper and live a long time, and bad people to have bad things happen to them. 
We have a God who does unexpected things in unexpected places, and thanks be to God for that! We have a God who puts love and mercy over everything else, and that can cause Him to do, from our perspective, unexpected things. Perhaps you think Jesus was being rude or cruel to that woman when He compared her to a dog, but dear Christians, we were all once dogs undeserving of the bread from our Master’s table.  
None of us are born children of God, not even the Jews, that is what the disciples had forgotten, and it’s certainly what the pharisees had forgotten. Their father Abraham was a wandering Aramean; they became children of God through the covenant of circumcision. They were born in the same sin that you and I are born into, it is only through our baptisms that we become children of God. Left to ourselves, we are no more than dogs begging for scraps. 
The unexpected thing that our God does is take the best off of the table and give it to the dogs. He takes the steak, the cake, the lobster, and the smoked salmon away from His Son and gives it all to the dogs. Our God takes heavenly gifts, heavenly food, and gives it to a people who are completely undeserving. We honor God with our mouths, but so often fail to honor Him with our lives. We lie and hurt those around us. We complain about all of the things that we don’t have in this life. We fail to put God first in our lives. We get angry when God doesn’t act the way that we expect Him to. 
Jesus’ words may sound cruel, but they are honest and they express a reality that we all need to understand. We are all beggars at the table of the Lord, but if you remember some of Jesus’ parables, you will remember that our Lord invites beggars to sit at His table with Him. We have a God who takes dogs and makes them His children. We have a God who takes sinners and shows them mercy. 
We all can learn from the Canaanite Woman; she approaches the Lord in humility and reverence. Today, we do the same. We approach the table of our Lord in humility and reverence to receive heavenly food. Here at the table, the Lord gives us the very best He has to offer. Here at the table, we receive more than breadcrumbs, more than steak, more than salmon, and more than lobster; we receive the food of eternal life. We receive the body and blood, the very life of the only begotten son of God. In, with, and under that food, we receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
Today, we receive a small taste of the feast that is coming. Soon, Christ will return and we will be raised from the dead. On that day, the real feast will begin. On that day, God will again do an unexpected thing. He will take people whose bones have long ago turned into dust and give them life again. He will swallow up death, and we will live with Him at His table, as His children, forever. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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