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In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus takes us back into the field. Two Sowers, two kinds of seed, one field owned by one owner. We are missing one bit of context; there is one section between our parable from last week and this week. After the Parable of the Sower, the disciples ask Jesus why He teaches the people in parables at all. Why not just tell them exactly what He wants them to know?
Pastors often use stories, metaphors, illustrations, or even images to help people to understand their message. Jesus, however, tells the disciples that He uses parables to confuse the people. The parables are not meant to help them understand the concept. Rather, they are meant to hide truths from them. That isn’t to say the parables are unknowable. At times the Pharisees do understand. However, when they understand the parables, it often drives them to attack Jesus, and it is not yet the right time for Jesus to be attacked. 
The parable Jesus tells the disciples in our reading for today is all about the right time. It’s not the right time for evil to be taken out of our world. Some of the disciples and some of the Jews believed that Jesus would come and take over, that He would overthrow Rome and rule Israel and the world. They thought that Jesus was coming to rid the world of all evil. Jesus is trying to teach them that it’s not the right time.  
A common problem that people have with believing in God, at least on the surface, is the existence of evil. Why, they say, would a good and kind God allow murder, genocide, war, and all manner of evil? If God is all-powerful, they ask, why doesn’t He just get rid of all the evil people in the world?  
You know, it’s a valid question, and I think that we are fooling ourselves if we think that we can give a simple answer to that question, but I think that Jesus’ answer would be that it’s not the right time. There will come a day when God will destroy evil and wipe out the weeds, but that day has not come yet. The time isn’t right. 
So, what do we do then? We are fooling ourselves if we think that we can eliminate all of the evil in this world. Some of us put way too much stock in politicians, political parties, cities, states, countries, and more. We tend to think that if we only elect the right people or pass the right laws, we will get rid of evil. 
Part of the problem is that we think too narrowly about evil. We think that evil is always easy to see, easy to define. That’s the problem of the workers in the parable; they thought they could go into that field and cut out all the evil. Many people have said that the kind of seed the enemy sowed was a weed that looked much like wheat until the very end, until it bore a poisonous seed and not a nutritious one. The workers would never have been able to tell them apart. 
Some evil is obvious, of course—abortion, genocide, pornography, child abuse, sex trafficking—but other forms of evil are less obvious. Other forms of evil are far more subtle. Luther gives us an example of subtle evil in his explanation to the Ninth Commandment when he denounces those who scheme to get things in ways which “only appear” right. 
Some evil is obvious, but I think that far more of the evils in our world are subtle and hidden. Some things that happen which appear good, right, and salutary are far from it. Some things which might appear evil are in fact good. I am not saying that there is a grey area between good and evil. I am saying that according to human reason and logic, we are not always able to differentiate between the two. 
There is far more evil in this world than most people would like to admit. In fact, we have all, every one of us, committed far more evil in our lives than we would ever admit. So, we see the other side of the coin as well. Not only are there bad plants masquerading as good plants, but there are also many good plants who far too often look a lot like a bad plant. 
We talked a bit about this last week; some people live their whole lives apart from God but return to Him when their death is drawing near. Or they return when a loved one dies, when their spouse cheats on them, or they return when they receive a diagnosis. In short, it’s not uncommon for someone to return to the faith after they have had an encounter with evil. 
So, we see that this world truly is God’s field. The devil sows seeds of evil all over it: lies, doubts, half-truths, and selfish motives. But God turns even the most evil plant to His purposes. God allows evil in this world, and He uses it for His good purposes. The biggest example, of course, is the crucifixion of our Lord. There was never an act more evil than the murder of the sinless Son of God. 
Yet, God used it for the ultimate good; He used it to level the field. God used evil to offer forgiveness to anyone who has lived their life apart from God, whether it was for a minute or a decade.  Yes, this world is full of evil; people do unspeakable and terrible things. But one day, evil’s days will be done. One day, Christ will return and His angels will begin His harvest. On that day, we will be sorted, wheat and weeds, eternal life and eternal fire. 
On that day, we will be judged not by what we have done, but by what Christ has done for us and whether or not we put our faith in Him. Until that day, our job isn’t to try to start the sorting. Our job is to preach and speak the truth. To call sin, sin, and evil, evil. Our job is to stop evil when we can, knowing that until Christ returns, we can never get rid of it all. Until that day, until the right time, we pray that God would continue to care for His field and continue to sow good seed in this field. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

2

