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Matthew 9:9-13
In the name of Jesus, Amen
Matthew was a tax collector. As you know, the Jews did not have a positive view of tax collectors. They were societal outcasts, lumped in with adulterers and prostitutes. They worked for Rome and stole from the Jews in order to become rich and comfortable. They were not allowed to enter the temple or the synagogue, meaning they were not allowed to make sacrifices for their sins. 
Because of people like Matthew and Zacheus, I think that we tend to fall off the horse too far on the other side. We absolve them too easily; we are too quick to say that the Jew’s dislike of tax collectors was way off base. The Jews were right, the tax collectors based their whole lives around breaking the Seventh and Eighth Commandments, around lying, cheating, and stealing. They put their desire for comfort and wealth over their desire for God, just like the prostitutes and adulterers. 
Matthew was an outcast, and he deserved to be one. They were right to throw him out of the synagogue and bar him from the temple. We do the same when we excommunicate those who, like Matthew, lived in open and unrepentant sin. Matthew needed the Law, he needed a wakeup call, he needed to understand that what he was doing was wrong and against God’s Law, or else he would be damned.  
Unless Matthew understood that he was sick, he would not have known that he needed a doctor. This is the heart of Jesus’ message to the Pharisees in our reading; it is the sick who need a doctor, not the healthy. You will not go to see the cancer doctor until you know that you have cancer. 
As you probably know, it’s pride month, and this section of Matthew 9 is sometimes brought up as an example where Jesus shakes up cultural norms and aligns Himself with outcasts and persecuted people. They interpret Jesus eating with sinners and tax collectors as Jesus expressing His love for all people in opposition to societal bigotry. To put it plainly, their argument is that the tax collectors and other people called sinners here were only sinners in the eyes of the religious leaders and pharisees, not in the eyes of Christ. 
By doing this, they fall into the same trap as the Pharisees. They both think that there are good people and bad people, that there are sinners and righteous people. What Jesus is trying to teach everyone here is that there is only one kind of person, bad and sinful. The Pharisee that kept God’s Law as perfectly as anyone could would stand before God just as guilty as any tax collector, as anyone living a homosexual lifestyle, as someone who has cheated on their spouse, or as anyone who has hated their neighbor in their heart. 
We are all sick people in need of a doctor. We are all trapped in our sins that we have built our lives around. I can’t imagine what it would have taken for Matthew to give up being a tax collector. Tax collectors had to pay Rome upfront for all the taxes they would receive for a certain amount of time. What would Rome say when they showed up at Matthew’s door looking for their monthly or quarterly tax only to find out he was gone? Who is to say that Matthew’s family would take him back? 
We have built up our lives around our sins too, from the cruel and hurtful words we have spoken, the lies we have told to friends, families, even ourselves for years, the numbers we have fudged on our taxes for years, the secrets we have kept from those we love, the commitments we have made that we know we shouldn’t have, to the sinful tangle of relationships that we have woven. To give up on it all seems unimaginable, the cost of giving it all up or fixing it seems to be too much. 
When you think about the sins that you are trapped in, maybe you can feel some sympathy for those who are trapped in homosexual lifestyles. Maybe you can get an idea of how much it costs for someone to leave behind their community, their relationships, the lies they have told themselves, the walls they have built up, the identities they have constructed, and more. 
Many people have counted the cost of leaving behind their sins and have decided it’s too great. So, like Matthew, we go back to sit at the tax booth. We go back to our sins, knowing they are wrong but unable or unwilling to do anything about it. 
You know Matthew’s story though; he didn’t stay at that table forever. God Himself came to Matthew in the midst of his sin and spoke two words, “Follow me.” Jesus gave Matthew the opportunity to leave his sin behind him. Jesus gave Matthew the power to turn away from his sin and seek to live a better life. Matthew left behind his money, power, position, friends, comfort, and more to follow Christ. 
Christ has come to you today to wake you up. I don’t know what sins you are stuck in, I don’t know the secrets that you hide from the world, but you do, and so does Christ. Jesus knows your sins, my sins, and the sins of the whole world and still he comes to us offering us life and salvation. Still, He offers us the power through His Holy Spirit to leave our sins behind and follow Him, to give it all up and follow Him alone. 
Christ didn’t die for perfect people who have it all together, He died for sinners who are wrapped up in their self-made messes. If you want to know the heart of Christ, it is His steadfast love. In baptism we have been made God’s children; no sin is too great for Him, and no gap is too big. Christ’s love doesn’t ignore sin, but rather it overcomes and eradicates it. Your sins are forgiven, so leave them behind. 
People need to know they are sinful; they need to know they are sick. They need to know the state they are in so that they can truly understand what Christ has done for them. We are all infected with sin, but one day, our Great Physician will return to this sick world. One day, He will do what no other doctor can do—He will raise the dead. He will eradicate every disease, every sin that clings so closely to us. He will give us bodies full of life and freedom from the temptations to sin that we face today. 
On the cross, Jesus paid the price for a sick world; He paid the price that we could never have paid. Repent and leave your sins at the foot of the cross. Receive the medicine of eternal life, the cure for sin and death. Receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life that our Great Physician has secured for us. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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