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Matthew 10:34–42
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
The last two days, I spent a lot of time on our yard. The previous owners had a decently sized, fenced-in garden that they had allowed to become quite overgrown. I have no desire to have a garden, and so I have allowed that garden to become even more overgrown. It’s been on my list to take down the fence and turn the garden into more lawn for a long time. When my neighbor saw me messing with it and volunteered to pull out the fence posts, I decided it was go time. He was able to get most of the fence out, but there were parts he couldn’t get, parts that were interwoven into the stumps of small trees. Without the ability to pull the trees out, I had no choice but to dig around it and cut it down, so that is what I did for the better part of two days—dig and hack and cut at the roots of my problem: trees. 
In our reading for today, Jesus attacks the root of the problem. Some have said that money is the root of all evil, others hate, others ignorance, so on and so forth. Jesus tells us the root of sin, the root of the problem in our reading, is love. At the root of evil, at the root of every sin, is love. Love is the root of all sin because God is love and when we sin, we twist the good things that God has given us. 
All of our sin flows out of misplaced loves. It flows out of our own mutated and twisted ideas of what love is. It’s why Luther describes following the First Commandment as fearing, loving, and trusting God above all things. Much evil has been done in the name of love. Love of one’s race, love of country, love of children, love of church, love of a man or woman, love of money, love of glory, love of power, love of pleasure, love of love, and, of course, our favorite thing to love, ourselves. 
The culture around us doesn’t help much. Love is weaponized; so many voices from every side are telling us what we need to love and how to love that thing. Love has become total acceptance; it has become obsession. The goal of our love has become happiness, either our own happiness or the happiness of the person we love.
We have messed it all up. Too often our love is a sick and profane imitation of the real thing. Husbands say they love their wives, and with the same breath, belittle their wives. Wives say they love their husbands and yet undermine them at every turn. We say we love our neighbor, and yet we do nothing to help them when we could. 
Worst of all, we say that we love God. We know that we should love Him more than anything else, and yet our lives tell a different story. Too often, our relationship with Christ is one of convenience, something that we squeeze into our lives when it is convenient. Other times, we wait until things are at their worst to try to love God. Too often, we put our love for other things in front of our love for Christ, like our love of money, happiness, pleasure, and even at times, our love for our families.  
Jesus warns us against just that in our reading for today. He tells His disciples that they must love Him more than anyone or anything else. We tend to think of love as an emotion, a fondness that we feel when we think about someone or look at them. I don’t mean to discredit that feeling, but that is not everything that love is. That feeling comes and goes by the year, day, hour, and even by the minute. 
Love is a decision; it is an active thing that you have to do every day. People don’t fall out of love, they give up on love. When they don’t get that feeling, they move onto someone or something that will give them that feeling. We are no better with God. We decide daily to stop loving Him and to love other things more, other things that give us instant gratification or make our lives better or easier.
So, what is the solution to our problem? If love is the root of the problem, perhaps we should lock ourselves away in monasteries, become monks, and cut ourselves off from any opportunity to love anything other than God. 
Dear Christians, love is the root of our sin, but love is also the solution. Our love is not the solution, it is God’s love, Christ’s steadfast and long-suffering love. We, like the children of Israel before us, are unfaithful, chasing after other loves. Yet, God will not abandon us just as He did not abandon them. Dear Christians, we are bad at love, but God is love itself. 
His love does not ignore sin, it does not make excuses for sin, and it does not change what sin is with the culture. God’s love destroys sin. His love destroyed sin as Christ was nailed to the cross, as His soul left His body, as His side was pierced. God’s love paid the price to forgive us for our unfaithfulness. Your love for God will not save you. It is God’s love for you that will save you. 
God’s love has set us free to love each other, to love our parents, children, brothers, sisters, friends, coworkers, and our neighbors. God’s love has even set us free to love our enemies, the people that hate us, that we just can’t get along with. Let the love you have for those around you flow out of Christ’s love for you, shown on the cross. If Christ is the root of your love for the people around you, you will find greater love than you can imagine, love that withstands the highs and lows, the valleys and mountaintops of this life. Love rooted in Christ doesn’t ignore sin or make excuses for it. Love rooted in Christ empowers us to tell the truth—to call sin sin—because love rooted in Christ understands what is at stake. 
God does not force anyone to love Him. If you choose to love other things more than Him, He won’t stop you. But He won’t give up on you, and He won’t give up on your loved ones who no longer love Him. He will continue to chase after you and them with His Word of love. Dear Christians, root your love in Christ. His love forgave your sins, and one day, His love will call you, me, and all those who have loved Him up out of our graves into eternal life. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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