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Matthew 10:21-33
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
It was a cold January afternoon; I had just gotten home from a particularly difficult day at work while we were living in West Allis. As I turned off the car and gathered myself to go in, my phone rang. I answered it without really looking at who it was. A voice came over the phone, “hello my name is (something I don’t remember), and I have a special offer for you from Hilton rewards. We would like to offer you a free three day stay at one our resorts as a thank you for being a rewards member.” 
As I said, I was tired and the idea of a free hotel stay sounded great, so I kept listening. She talked about all the great locations they had and all the great amenities the resorts had. She asked me if I was interested, and I said yes. It wasn’t until the very end that she mentioned, of course, the multi-hour sales pitch we would have to endure if we wanted to leave the resort with the contents of our bank account. I tried to go back and say I wasn’t interested, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer. With my defenses worn down, I gave up and agreed. 
I’m sure that some of you have had similar experiences. You have all encountered a skillful salesperson who always seems to emphasize the good and minimize the bad. I’m sure that some of you are, in fact, that skilled salesperson in question. Personally, I don’t think I’m much of a salesperson. Matthew certainly doesn’t paint Jesus as one either. 
Jesus certainly doesn’t minimize the negatives for the apostles as they prepare to go out into the villages. It’s not much of a sales pitch; so far, Jesus has told them that they will be poor, uncomfortable, rejected, beaten, flogged, and arrested. 
In our Gospel reading for today, things get even worse. Jesus zooms out past the immediate future, past the apostles’ first sending, and into the future. Jesus tells them that when they go out into the world and His Gospel begins to spread, His Gospel will cause chaos and violence. It will turn family members against family members. 
Thus far, Jesus has taught us that we are to spread His Gospel out of compassion. But we ought to take seriously the situation in which we are putting those we reach. Very rarely does love for Christ endear you to the world. Very rarely does being Christ’s disciple mean success and comfort. Jesus tells His disciples—warns them—that if they continue on this path, their life will be difficult; persecution, prosecution, betrayal, and even death will await them. There is a cost for following Christ. 
We have it easy here in America. Christians experience the conditions described in our text all over the world in countries where Islam or communism rule. In places like China, Saudi Arabia, Iran, North Korea, parts of India, Afghanistan and more, Christians face arrest and death daily. In Nigeria, over 2 million Christians have been displaced by religious violence and almost 3,500 Christians were killed for their faith in 2025. In China, the government will pay you to turn in your family members who worship outside of state churches. 
We may not face death for our faith in America, but we all face pressure to give up our faith, and just because our lives are not threatened doesn’t mean persecution can’t be severe. Some of that pressure can even come from our families, like in our text. I have already seen too many confirmation kids who are sincere in their faith through confirmation disappear from church because their parents sign them up for other things or simply won’t bring them. I have had too many shut-ins who could come to church if only their children would get off their butts and bring them to church. I have seen parents or siblings led away from the faith when one of their children begins living a homosexual lifestyle. 
Sticking up for your faith, having the hard conversation, saying no to things that aren’t God-pleasing or that take you away from church, are hard things to do. You will miss out, be thought less of, be put in awkward situations, and you may make people who you care about angry at you, you may miss out on a promotion or a better job, and your life may not be as successful as you had thought. 
Not much of sales pitch for being a Christian, but the church’s job, my job, is not to convince you to be faithful, it isn’t to sell you Christianity. My job is to prepare you, to give you the truth, to tell you that if you live a life of faith, you will face persecution in one form or another. If following Christ and making sure those around you follow Christ are the most important things in your life, you will face difficulties. 
There are some churches, some preachers, that would have you believe that the church’s role is to help you live a successful life; to help you be the best leader possible. They are salespeople trying to sell you something, trying to maximize the good and minimize the bad. I’m not saying they are all liars, and I’m not saying that salespeople are all liars. What I am saying is that Christ would have you know the truth even if it isn’t a happy truth.
Being a Christian is a difficult thing. If your faith consists of a generic acknowledgment of God’s existence and the knowledge of Jesus’ death on the cross, your faith is at best on life-support and at worst dead. James tells us that faith without works is dead. The Christian life is difficult, it is full of repentance for sin and striving to do better, it is full of acknowledging our weakness and turning to Christ for strength. 
Jesus gives the apostles the truth, He tells them that their lives will be difficult, but He reminds them that in the midst of their troubles, His Father is with them. In the midst of their difficulties and persecutions, their heavenly Father is directing their steps. He cares for them so much that the hairs on their head are numbered. Jesus tells the disciples that as they confess His name to those around them, Jesus confesses their name to His Father in heaven.
The same is true for you. If your life is in chaos or peace, if your faith in Christ is strong or weak, if you are suffering for His name or not yet, God is with you. Your life may not be everything that you wanted. Your life may not be impressive in the eyes of the world, but in your Father’s eyes, you are precious. So precious that He has numbered every hair on your head. Your life is so precious to your heavenly Father that He sent His son to die on the cross so that you might keep it for eternity. 
That gift, eternal life, is worth all the negatives, it is worth all the suffering, all the losses, all the persecutions of this world. The devil and the world can take away your money and your life, but they cannot take away the gift of eternal life that is waiting for you when Christ returns to raise you from the dead.
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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