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Matthew 9:35–10:8
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
I used to be a big fan of Law and Order. I think that I saw every episode of the original Law and Order when I was far too young to watch them, and I’m sure it contributed to many nightmares, but we won’t get into that today. No, the tie between Law and Order and our reading for today is motive. 
The detectives and the lawyers of Law and Order were always trying to look for a motive. They were always looking for the reason behind the crime. Why would the suspect want the person dead? Why would the suspect want to hurt the person?
In our reading from the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus sends out the twelve. He sends them into the surrounding towns to be His representatives. They will be doing exactly what Jesus has been doing, they will preach, teach, cast out demons, and heal the sick. Now, many times, God does things and we never find out His motive. But here in our text, Jesus gives us His motive. He sends the apostles out because of the compassion He feels as He looks out at the crowd. 
When Jesus sees the crowd, He sees lost, harassed, and helpless sheep without a shepherd. A sheep without a shepherd was, of course, in great danger of anything from being eaten by a lion to falling off a cliff. Jesus sees these lost people, and He feels compassion for them. 
Compassion is a rare thing in our world. We are okay at pity; pity allows us to keep our distance. Pity allows us to retain a sense of superiority. We can pity a dog or any other injured animal from afar. But compassion for that animal means doing something about it. 
Pity can lead to disdain; compassion leads to love and service. That is what Jesus gives the crowds, love and service. He sends His twelve apostles out to care for them. He sends them the apostles who will point the people to Christ who will be their shepherd. It is the pastor’s job to do the same, to point you to Jesus who is your true Shepherd. It is your job as well! There are plenty of people in your life who are harassed and helpless, people who need Jesus. Sheep without a shepherd. 
There are many harassed and helpless people in the world today. There are many people who have entrusted themselves to false shepherds. Whether that is the teaching of the buddha, rabbis, Joseph Smith, Mohammed, a politician, a social influencer, a self-help teacher, or anyone else. Many more in our community have made themselves their own shepherd. There are those who have made their goals in life pleasure, happiness, and wealth. People who follow their fallen and sinful heart above everything else. People who don’t think much about the decisions they make. People who are floating through life. People who have made so many bad decisions that their life is a mess.
When we turn on the news at night, when we scroll through social media, when we go to that family reunion or meal, when we go to the store and see those people, it is tempting to feel anything but compassion for them. It’s tempting to be disgusted by those people. It’s tempting to ignore them. It’s tempting to feel angry, even to want vengeance. It’s tempting to hate those people. Some of the people that Jesus saw were likely the ones who would put Him on the cross. Even from the cross, Jesus prays for those who were lost. 
We need to view the people around us—even those who are openly enemies of the Gospel—through the eyes of Christ. We need to view them with eyes of compassion. They have been lied to, they have been tricked, they have been fed false promises. Ephesians 6:12 reminds us that our enemies are not our fellow humans, but rather, our enemies are sin, death, and the devil. “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places."
Jesus called the apostles to be His representatives, to be Jesus to the villages of Galilee. In the waters of Holy Baptism, God called you to be His representative, to be Jesus to those around you. We have been sent out into the world to spread the Gospel. Our motive in spreading the Gospel ought not to be that we would like to fill our pews, increase our budget, or have more kids in a confirmation class. Our motive must be Jesus’ motive, compassion. 
Our world, our country, our city of Watertown is packed with people who do not know the true Shepherd. It is packed with people who, if they continue down this road, will enter into eternal damnation at the end of their life. There is only one Shepherd who will lead us into eternal life, the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. If He had not found us when we were lost, harassed, and helpless, we would be headed the same way. 
Jesus died on the cross, rose three days later, and ascended into heaven. His motive was love and compassion. His love and compassion for sinners continues to this day as He continues to call pastors and parishioners alike to go throughout their lives spreading the Gospel. 
We spread the Gospel every day in our school. For some of our kids, our school is the only interaction with the Gospel that they have. Simply by giving your offering, you are spreading the Gospel. You are connecting lost sheep to a Shepherd. There are many other ways, many other chances that you have every day to share the Gospel, to build a relationship, with someone who desperately needs Christ. Someone who desperately needs more than your pity, they need your compassion. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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