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Isaiah 6:1-7
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Most of us have experienced the feeling of being somewhere that we are not supposed to be. Maybe you remember sneaking into your parent’s room to get a sneak peak of your Christmas presents. Maybe you have accidentally walked into the wrong bathroom, or maybe you have walked up on people who were clearly talking about you. 
For me, I remember the very first date that Martha and I went on. We were driving in downtown Cedarburg, which is a little bit like downtown Watertown in that there are many seemingly random one-way roads. Not only did I go the wrong way down a one-way but, even worse, I realized I had gone the wrong way. What do you do? Park? Turn around? Put it in reverse? Floor it to the corner? Every option seemed worse than the last. Before I figured out what to do, I saw lights in my rearview, heard the whoop of a siren, and heard a police officer tell me over his megaphone that I was going the wrong way. To be honest with you, I have no idea what happened next. 
I was in the wrong place, and in our reading from Isaiah for today, we find the prophet Isaiah in the wrong place and he knows it. Sinful, sin-filled Isaiah, an unclean man, has been brought before the throne of the Triune God. There, as the angles are praising God, Isaiah declares his own condemnation, “Woe is me!” Isaiah knew that the holiness of God does not and cannot tolerate the unholy. 
Isaiah didn’t call himself into the presence of the Lord; he didn’t bring himself before God to flaunt his sin. It was God who brought Isaiah before His presence. He didn’t ignore Isaiah’s sin; He did something about it. His Holy Angel gets a coal from the fire, touches it to Isaiah’s lips, and purifies him. Not only are Isaiah’s unholy lips made holy, but the rest of him is made holy as well. Having been made holy, God sends Isaiah on his way with a mission. God has commissioned—he has ordained Isaiah to be His prophet to an unholy people.  
Dear Christians, sin is a serious thing. It has made us all unholy—unworthy of being in the presence of the Lord. Yet here we are, in the presence of the Lord today. Here today, God comes to us in His Divine Service, or rather, we have been brought to Him. You see, we confess in the Small Catechism that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ our Lord or come to Him. 
We have all told ourselves that we have come here for different reasons, be it out of habit, out of obligation, guilt, fear, or even out of sheer love for the Lord. But truly, it is God who has brought each and every one of us here today. God has hauled our sinful flesh before His holy presence this day. We are a people of unclean lips; we abuse the Lord’s name and drag the names of our neighbors through the mud. We are a people who are quick to judge and quick to condemn. We are a people who put our own wants and desires first. 
We are far from holy, and yet, we stand before a Holy, Triune, God. Being unholy like Isaiah, we ought to imitate him and in fact, we already have. Isaiah confessed his sin to God and so have you in confession. You cannot hide your sin from God, and you cannot justify your sin before God; your only option before a Holy God is to confess your sin. 
Dear Christians, you have come to the right place today. God has brought you exactly where you need to be. It’s true that you are unholy and that you are sinful, but it is also true that here, in the Divine Service, God has made you holy. Here today, He has forgiven your sins. Here today, He has made you worthy to stand before the very presence of God. Soon, you put not a burning coal to your mouth but Christ’s own body and blood.
In His Word and Sacrament, God makes you clean, and like He did for Isaiah, He sends you back out into the world. The Divine Service takes us out of the world and into the throne room of God. But soon, it will be time to return to our fallen world. As we leave this place as holy people, it is now the world that feels unfamiliar. It is the world that ought to feel like the wrong place. 
Your lives, the decisions you make, the things that you prioritize need to look different from your neighbors who have not been made clean. Your life must look different because God has made you different. He has set you apart, made you holy. He has given you a mission much like He gave Isaiah. He has placed you where you are to proclaim to those around you the Good News of the Gospel. 
Holy living is not to please God; it isn’t to earn His favor. Our holy living is a witness to everyone around us. Our holiness must point others to Christ and His holiness. Too many Christians have sacrificed holy lives because they don’t want people to think that they are weird, or they don’t want people to think that they think they are better than everyone else. Too many Christians have given up on the Divine Service because it’s so much different than the world and they are afraid it will turn people away.
In the Divine Service and in our holy lives, we confess to the world that there is something different, something better than the fallenness of this world. One day, Christ Himself will return to our fallen world and will make it clean as well. So, dear Christians, you are in the right place today and God has put you in the right place in your lives. Confess your sins, seek to live a holy life, and proclaim the forgiveness of sins that Christ won for you on the cross to everyone around you. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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