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One of my favorite questions to ask as an icebreaker with kids is, “if you could have any superpower, what would it be?” Far and away, the most popular answer that I have received is the ability to fly. It makes sense, you could go wherever you wanted to. The possibilities are endless; you could fly up a mountain, stand on top of the Eiffel Tower, or even fly across Lake Michigan. No longer would you be under the oppressive reign of gravity. You would be free.
In our reading for today, the disciples receive a superpower. Luke doesn’t give us a lot of specifics here. We don’t know how many disciples were given the gift, if it was the core twelve or more than that. We don’t know exactly how it worked, if the disciples each spoke a different language or if they spoke their own language and the Holy Spirit translated it in the hearts and minds of those around Him. There are lots of unclear things in this text, and as you may know, some Christians have gone quite a bit overboard trying to fill in the gaps.
What is clear is that the Holy Spirit enacts a miraculous event. We typically think of the Holy Spirit as the one who creates faith, the one who sanctifies, who makes us Holy, the one who protects and strengthens our faith, almost as if He was the passive and silent one. Those are all things that He does, but He is not limited to those things. In fact, in the Old Testament, when the Holy Spirit shows up, amazing things happen.
The book of Judges is full of the acts of the Holy Spirit. In one incident, the Holy Spirit comes upon Samson. Samson is given superhuman strength, and he proceeds to rip a lion in half. In another incident, he kills a thousand men. In the end, the Spirit rushes upon him, and Samson destroys an entire pagan temple and himself. The Holy Spirit is more than just a gentle whisper in your ear, more than just a gentle hand guiding you through your life; He is a dangerous and power-dispensing being. 
In our reading for today, the Holy Spirit rushes upon the disciples. They are not empowered with superhuman strength, but instead, they begin to preach and proclaim the mighty works of God. The disciples are empowered by the Holy Spirit with the ability to communicate in other languages that they have likely never spoken before. The Holy Spirit opens their mouths and uses them to move the hearts of Jews who have come to celebrate Pentecost. 
The crowds, as you know, are confused. They think that the disciples have been drinking, but Peter explains what is really going on. He explains that something miraculous is happening before their eyes, something that will change the world forever, something much more impressive than one man killing thousands of people with a donkey’s jawbone. All of history has shifted.  
When the Son came down and became a man, everything changed. God took on flesh, lived a perfect life, took our sins upon Himself, suffered, died, rose again, and ascended into heaven so that we could be forgiven. He did it all so that we would no longer be enemies of God. He reconciled us with God so that we might be called Children of God, not enemies.
Now on Pentecost, the Spirit has come, and He too has brought reconciliation. The Spirit comes and reconciles each man to another. All throughout the New Testament, Paul continually reminds the fledgling Christian church that they have the same spirit, that they are, in fact, united by the Holy Spirit. 
Paul would continually need to remind them of this fact. He would continually need to remind them that they are no longer their own person, and that now, through their baptisms, through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which began at Pentecost, they were united with everyone who confessed Jesus Christ as Lord. There on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit took center stage. He began to pour Himself out upon the nations. He begins with the Jewish people, those who already know the “mighty acts of God,” those who know the promises that He made through His prophets in the Old Testament. 
Even the Jews had their disagreements with one another, and as the Holy Spirit continues to flow out into the Gentile world, the disagreements continue. This is one of the things that we struggle with as Christians. Through the Holy Spirit we are all Sanctified, we are all made Holy, and yet, at the same time, our sin clings to us. 
This was a hard thing for them to understand in the first century, and it is certainly a hard thing for us to understand today in the twenty-first. People outside of the church expect those inside the church to be perfect and when we aren’t, they believe that all Christians are hypocrites. So too, we in the church look around and see broken and sinful people. We see people who have made mistakes in their lives, spoken rash words, and broken promises. We maybe even see people who have hurt us.  
We all have been given the same Spirit. Through the Holy Spirit, God has chosen us to be His children. We who are broken and sinful, who fight over small things, who hold onto our pride for dear life, who fail to look past our own opinions. He chose us. Not because of any merit or worthiness in us, but because of His great love for us.
He loved us enough to call us in the waters of Holy Baptism by the Spirit and make us His children, and it His love that unites us to this day. On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit poured Himself out onto the disciples and they were filled with power from on high. In the waters of Holy Baptism, you too have received power from on high. You have received power over sin, the devil, and even death. That is a power far greater than strength or flight or even speaking in tongues. The power you have been given makes sin a thought of the past, the devil a yapping chihuahua, and death a gateway to even more life. 
Together as people united by the same Spirit, let us live together in forgiveness and love. Not a vague love of acceptance, but a love that holds each other accountable to God’s Word. A love that is centered around the Divine Service and the Lord’s body and blood. Let us live in the Spirit given to us in our baptisms which cost Christ His life. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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