Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Watertown, WI

 “Great Joy”
Pastor Aaron Reseburg
May 17, 2026
Luke 24:44–53
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
When the time was right, God sent His Son into the world to be born a man to a virgin in a manger in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ was that Son of man and God. He grew in stature and wisdom, without sin, until the time came again for Him to obey His Father’s Will. He began His earthly ministry; He gave the blind sight, made the lame walk, cleansed lepers, gave the deaf hearing and the blind sight, and He proclaimed good news to all people. Because of these things, He was arrested. Forsaken by His disciples, He was put on trial, whipped, beaten, slandered, tortured, and hung on a cross to die. Three days later, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, rose from the dead. He appeared to more than 500 people.
This is where we find Jesus in our reading for today, with His disciples. Our text tells us that He opened their minds to the Scriptures. In the Book of Acts, Luke clarifies that Jesus did this over 40 days. For 40 days, Jesus showed His disciples how the Scriptures pointed to Him. He taught them everything they would need to spread and lead His church. Then He led them to a mountain, blessed them, and ascended into heaven. 
Saying goodbye to a loved one is never easy, we all know that. The disciples had already said goodbye to Jesus once. He was taken from them and put on a cross. They responded with great sadness and fear, locking themselves away. But notice that this time, the disciples didn’t despair, they weren’t sad, they weren’t afraid. The disciples went into Jerusalem and the temple, and they were filled with great Joy! 
The first time, the disciples were filled with doubt. Just look at their answer on the road to Emmaus—Jesus had not met their expectations. They lost their faith; Jesus’ absence had crushed them. But now, they have been filled with the Spirit. Through the Word of God, Jesus has opened their eyes and strengthened their faith! 
With opened eyes of faith, the disciples understand that Jesus’ ascension is not a goodbye. Jesus did not truly leave the disciples when He ascended into heaven; He brought them with Him. You see, you and I, (and now Juliet, Jenevive, and Jackson), have been brought into Christ in the waters of Holy Baptism. The faith which He gave us there holds us fast to Him. That is why nothing can separate us from the love of God, not even death itself. You see, today, this very day, you and I are already in heaven with Christ. 
Not only that, but Christ is with us here today, in those same waters you were filled with the Holy Spirit, where the Holy Spirit is, there is the father, and there is Christ. The disciples understood that Jesus leaving them was a good thing, they understood that his ascension was necessary. 
There are times when we feel alone, when roads get difficult, when we feel like no one understands what we are going through, times when money is short or good friends are hard to find. The disciples went through those times; they were beaten, arrested, tortured, betrayed. Yet, they continued. They persevered through it all because they knew that Jesus, their risen Lord, had ascended to the right hand of the Father. They knew that He was in control of all things.
The ascension was Christ’s coronation. It was not His retreat from this world, but rather it was His return to the power and glory that He set aside when He came to this world. Christ is in you and you are in Him, and all authority in heaven and on earth is His. 
What comfort that should give us when times are hard! In the middle of dark times, we are able to see Jesus with eyes of faith. We are able to see past all the loneliness and pain and suffering to the reality that Christ is in control of all things, and that He uses even the worst things in our life for His good purposes. 
That doesn’t mean that hard times will not come. Rather, it means that with Christ, we are able to rise above them, to see through them to the glory that awaits us. 
Christ has ascended into the heavens, but He has not left us alone here on earth. Through our baptisms, He is with us in His Holy Spirt. He is with us in His Supper where His body and blood are given to us for the forgiveness of our sins. He is with us in His Word wherever it is read or preached, whether that be from a pulpit or a dining room table. Christ has ascended for you so that you might be comforted with His presence wherever you go and whatever your circumstances are. 
Christ was born of a virgin, lived a perfect life, was arrested, tortured, and hung on a cross for you. Three days later, He rose from the dead for you! Forty days later, He ascended into the heavens for you. One day, He will return just as He went up, for you. To call you out of your grave and into eternal life. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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