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1 Peter 3:13-22
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
I would bet that in our house we have 20 or so children’s Bibles in one form or another. I would also bet that at least 19 of those Bibles contain the story that Peter references in our text for today, the story of Noah and the ark. It’s a familiar story. Kids like it because there are lots of animals, there is a water park named after it, it has inspired Hollywood movies, and I would bet that most people in America could tell you at least the basic plot. The world was bad, Noah built an ark, there were animals on the ark, the earth flooded, and everything outside the ark died. 
Of course there are many more details to that story. There are many details that greatly add to the depth of the story and its application to our understanding of the world and God’s love. But to understand what Peter is saying in our text for today, the basics are enough. 
Peter is addressing the church in what is modern day Turkey. The people there were facing persecution at many levels—governmental, societal, and there were even people facing persecution within their families. Peter begins chapter three with an exhortation to wives, some of whom were married to pagans who would not be in favor of them worshipping a different god. Peter’s purpose for 1st Peter is, of course then, to comfort and strengthen the faith and resolve of the Christians in that place. Peter is trying to help the small church in Turkey hold onto their faith in a culture that is overwhelmingly against it. 
Going back to Noah, we see a similar situation; there are only eight faithful people left in the world and the rest of the world has forsaken God completely. It’s hard to imagine the level of pressure that Noah and his family must have felt. His son’s wives would have had to leave their families. They probably would have been outcasts, facing temptation to backslide every day. Sometimes it feels like the world is against us today, but for Noah and his family it was true–the world really was against them.
God was going to do something dramatic to preserve His faithful people. God sent a great flood to wash away the wickedness of the world. His people would leave the ark to find a world made new. 
One of the tools we use to understand the Old Testament is the idea of type and antitype. Types are like shadows; they are pictures or reflections of something more substantial. Antitypes are the real things, the fulfillment of shadows. Peter uses the Greek word for antitype when he talks about the flood and baptism. Peter somewhat unexpectedly says that the flood was a shadow of Baptism. You see, the flood washed away life from the earth, but lives are taken all over the world every second. Baptism is greater because it takes away sin, something that nothing else can do.
Baptism is greater than the flood that wiped out the entire world, the flood that changed the geography of the earth.  The flood washed away the wickedness of the world, whereas in baptism, the wickedness of our human flesh is washed away, and we are made Holy as we receive the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, your sins were washed away, and you now stand before God innocent. We stand before God with a good conscience, as Peter says, not because of anything that we have done, not because of our own decisions, but solely because of what God has done for us. 
We live in an uncertain and unpredictable world. As they say, the only things that we can count on are death and taxes. Peter is trying to show the churches he is writing to that in their baptisms they have been given the certainty eternal life. Just as certainly as the flood wiped out everyone, through the water and the Word, their baptisms wiped out their sin. No matter how bad things got for them, their God would not abandon them. Even if their families and friends forsook them, God would never forsake them. 
In our Baptisms, we have been buried and raised again in Christ. We have been given faith which allows us to trust in God above all things. 
We don’t face the persecution that the churches Peter was writing to faced, and we are certainly not back to the days of Noah yet, but we do face trials every day. We are quickly leaving behind a culture that had a positive conception of Christianity. Every day our faith is challenged, every day we all face temptations to give up. Every day we face temptations to forsake the promises that God made us in our baptism. We face doubts and temptations on all different levels. 
Dear Christians, when trials, temptations, and troubles come, when the uncertainty of this world attacks you and your faith waivers, when doubts come, remember your baptism. Remember that in those waters, God didn’t wash away dirt but sin. Remember who you are, remember what you are—a baptized child of God. Hear Peter’s words and believe that in your baptism, Christ has saved you from the fears and uncertainties of this world. He has done it by bringing you into Himself. There in that water, you died His death and rose again with Him in His resurrection. One day, the faith that He has given us will call us out of our graves. On that day, we will face God with a pure conscience, knowing that our sins have been washed away.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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