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Matthew 28:1-10
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
No one is ever happy to see an angel in the Bible. Zechariah, the shepherds in the field, Daniel, even Mary is afraid when she sees an angel. These were all people of great faith who were about to receive good news and yet, when they see the messenger—the angel—they are afraid. Here again we find the Marys at the tomb of Christ. An angel appears, and they are afraid. Of course, the Marys aren’t the only ones afraid; the guards are so afraid that Matthew says they are like dead men—they faint and fall over! 
There is something about a visit from the otherworldly that frightens people. Our reading shares some details about the angel. He wasn’t one of those many eyed, winged, wheeled angels we read about elsewhere. This angel looked like a person wearing a robe that was pure white. This angel was so bright that the women told Matthew he was like lightning.
You would think that after hearing a message directly from an angel of God you would believe it and rejoice, but it’s not always so. Zechariah doubted, as did Sarah and Abraham. In our reading for today, though, the women fear the angel yes, but they also believe and rejoice. They went to the tomb weeping and mourning Jesus’ death but the words from the angel’s mouth turn their world upside down. They leave the tomb in Holy Fear and Joy to rush back and tell the disciples what they had heard.  
They are overjoyed just to hear that their Lord has been raised from the dead. Their joy, however, will become even greater when Jesus steps out into their way and says hello. You know, it’s interesting though; the word Jesus says to the women was a common greeting so its translated as “Greetings”, but the word is literally translated as “rejoice” or “be joyful!” 
The women fall down like the guards, but not out of fear. They fall down out of sheer joy and reverence before their Lord. They touch His very real, nail pierced feet and worship Him. Their grief and sorrow disappear as Jesus again dispels their fear and sends them on their way back to His disciples with a message. 
Angels don’t seem to appear much—if at all—anymore. The messengers of God that we get today are far less frightening. For example, today, you are stuck with me, and as long as I shower and comb my hair in the morning, and as long as you aren’t one of my cross-country kids not doing what I told you to do, I’m not usually very frightening. I may not be frightening, but my message, God’s message to you today, is almost the same as the angel’s at the tomb: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.  
You have heard this message for years; every Easter it’s the same. Matthew records Jesus explicitly telling the disciples He will die and rise again three days later three times, but I bet Jesus said it more than just three times. He told them what would happen, but who is at the tomb? Who goes to see if His body is there? Only the Marys. Did the disciples doubt His Word? Did they forget His Word? Were they not paying attention? We don’t know. All we know is that the disciples are in a locked room cowering in fear, not of angels but of the Jews. 
What about us? How many times have we heard the message? How many times have we heard the Easter story? How many times have we heard that Christ is Risen, and how many times have we quickly gone back to our normal lives after as if nothing is different? How many times have we remained silent, not because of Holy Fear, but because of cowardly fear of other people and their opinions? How many times have we been crushed or afraid of death when Christ has conquered it? How many times have we failed to repent of our sins when Christ paid their price? How many times have we failed to honor God’s Word, to hold it sacred, and to gladly hear and learn it?
Dear Christians, we are no angels, but we are still messengers of God. The message that you have heard today that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, is not meant to stop here in this building. We are all messengers of God, and our message is similar: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.
I keep saying that our message is similar to the one of the angel. The angel directed the women and the disciples to Galilee to meet their risen Lord. You don’t need to go all the way to the Middle East to meet your Lord for your risen Lord comes to you this very day. He comes to you through the Word yes, but soon He will come to you in the flesh. In His Holy Supper, the risen Lord Jesus Christ comes to us this day.
Here in his Holy Supper, He bids us to rejoice and He tells us not to fear. There is a lot to be afraid of in this world. Wars, tumbling markets, rising prices, violence, murder, theft, cancer, failing health, and more. There’s a lot to be afraid of, but the resurrection of Christ shows that our Lord has power over it all. Here, as we taste His risen body and blood, we confess that the fears of this world are just that, the fears of this world—here today and gone tomorrow.
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, and one day, you and I will be raised from the dead as well. One day, Christ will call us out of our graves, and we will enter into eternal life. One day, our lowly bodies that are so assaulted by sin will be made new; they will be like His heavenly body—perfect. 
Dear Christians, on the cross Christ paid the price for your sins, and three days later He rose from the dead as proof. That is God’s message for you today. He isn’t waiting for you in Galilee; He is here today in His Word and in His Blessed Sacrament, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
That is the message I have been given for you. You are now God’s messenger as well. You have people you see every day, people you sit at the lunch table with, people you sit at the dining room table with, family, friends, coworkers, neighbors and more, who do not know Christ as their Savior. People who have not been made God’s child through the waters of Holy Baptism, or people who have forgotten it. You don’t need to travel the world to preach the Gospel and share the message, all you need is courage. God has put you where you need to be.
So don’t be afraid, rejoice! In this world you will have trouble, but Christ has overcome it all. In His resurrection, He has secured your resurrection. The troubles of this world seem big and scary, but their days are numbered. Christ is coming again to wipe away all tears and to take away all fears.
 In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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