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John 18:28-40
In the name of Jesus, Amen 
There is a thin line between the words “for” and “because.” In fact, when you really think about it, most of the time we could replace the word “for” with the word “because.” Many of the things we do “for” our kids are things that we would rather not do, but because they are our children we to do them. For example, the statement, “I changed my child’s diaper for him” could easily be changed and perhaps be understood better as “I changed my child’s diaper because he is my son,” or because of who he is. 
The existence of a dirty diaper does not prompt me to change said dirty diaper, and I don’t particularly enjoy changing them. I love my niece and my nephews, but unless mom and dad are gone and I’m in charge, I’m not changing their diaper. But because my son is my son, I will gladly change his diaper—most of the time. You see, many things that we do for people are done because of who that person is. You don’t write a report for your boss because either of you enjoy reports, you do it because he is your boss. You buy flowers for your wife because she is your wife; you don’t buy flowers for a stranger.  
Most of the things we do in our life are done out of obligation or duty—that’s the “because.” That’s fine, of course, otherwise diapers wouldn’t be changed, and reports would be left unwritten. Obligation is good; it’s part of our life! When we are purely doing something “for” someone, we are doing it as they say, “out of the goodness of our hearts.” You hold a door for someone you don’t know at the store, you shovel your neighbor’s sidewalk for him without being asked, you volunteer to change your nephew’s diaper for your brother-in-law.  
It is Good Friday, and as we contemplate Christ’s suffering and death, we ought to ask ourselves, did Christ go to the cross for us or because of us? Well, the answer, is an overwhelming… yes, both. Jesus Christ went to the cross because of us and for us. 
It was your sin that nailed Him to the cross. If you and I had not sinned, Jesus wouldn’t have been tortured and murdered. He wouldn’t have come to earth to be slandered and falsely arrested. He wouldn’t have been abandoned and betrayed by those He loved the most. If we would have just controlled ourselves, if we would have just done what we know we should have done, if we could have just stopped putting ourselves first, if we could have just been faithful to God and His Word, Jesus wouldn’t have had to die. 
Jesus was crucified because of us and our sin, but it wasn’t out of duty to us. It wasn’t as if He owed it to us. There is nothing inherent in us that is deserving of God’s love. We threw away all of our goodness when we rebelled. It wasn’t anything about us that convinced Christ to die on the cross; it wasn’t because of who we are, it was because of who He is. God is love, and we see His love on the cross, where Jesus—out of no obligation to us—died for us. 
Yes, Jesus died because of us but even more so, He died for us. He died for all people, not just for the faithful, for all people. There was nothing in it for Him. On the cross, He bore the wrath of God for us. He died for us because He loves us, and left to our own devices, we are doomed not only to die in this life but to enter into eternal death in hell. On the cross, Jesus did it all for you and me.
Hebrews 12 tells us that He did it all for the Joy that was set before Him. You are that Joy, dear Christian. Jesus didn’t begrudgingly go to the cross because He had to. He was not dragged there by His Father. It was no act of divine child abuse. Jesus Christ was thinking about you and rejoicing that there, on the cross, your sins would be forgiven. 
Jesus died because of you, and He died for you, Law and Gospel. Your sin had a cost that Jesus wanted to pay for you. On the cross, He died for you so that you might have faith. On the cross, He died for you so that you might not face death. On the cross, He died for you so that you might receive eternal life and the forgiveness of sins. He did it all for you. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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