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John 10:1-10
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
We have a porch in the back of our house that has two solid walls and two screened walls.  In its current state, it’s a gathering place for toys, shoes, and other random things that we don’t want to be blown away by the wind. For the most part, the porch does a good job at protecting against the wind. However, it has an obvious weakness; the two screened walls do very little to stop snow and rain from getting into the porch and getting everything wet.  
It is my dream, therefore, to put real walls where the screens currently are. These real and insulated walls would protect the contents from not only the wind but also any snow or rain. This all came back to the forefront of my brain, of course, last week during the storms. I think we all felt some renewed appreciation for the walls that protect us from the outside. 
In our reading from John for this morning, Jesus paints a picture of a sheepfold—a large space with enough room to hold an entire flock or even multiple flocks of sheep. The most important part of this structure was the walls. You may think that the purpose of these walls was to keep the sheep in. While that was part of the goal, the main point of the walls was to keep people and predators out. The walls would even have been lined with sharp thorns directed outward. 
There were many predators in that area that would eat sheep; bears, wolves, leopards, jackals, the area even had the occasional lion show up. Walls and watchmen would certainly dissuade these animals from coming to take a sheep. Jesus talks about a different threat today though; He talks about the thief, the one who would climb over the walls to take a sheep. 
A first century thief had no interest in stealing the sheep to raise it; that sheep would likely be slaughtered and sold that very night. The thief breaks in to kill and destroy, to get what he can out of the sheep as quickly as possible. The shepherd wants to care for and nurture the sheep; he is there to ensure a long and happy life for his sheep.  
You can see where Jesus is going with all this. The Pharisees were using the people to gain wealth and power. They didn’t care about their souls; they didn’t care about their eternal life. The Pharisees and the religious leaders were supposed to be the people’s shepherds, but in fact, they acted more like thieves. 
Yet, Jesus doesn’t call Himself the shepherd yet. No, Jesus in this small illustration is the door of the sheepfold. God saw the problem with the sheepfold; He saw the thieves breaking in, He saw them bleating in fear and sadness, so in order to protect His sheep, He sent His Son. You can go on vacation and have strong walls, you can have solid windows, but if the door is wide open, the thief will come in. 
The Sheepfold is Christ’s Church. Jesus will go on later in this chapter to say that no one can steal His sheep from Him. In Christ’s Church, we are safe. The devil, the world, and our own sinful nature will roar and rage against us, but there is nothing they can do. They will try to get us to doubt God’s Word, they will try to get us to believe that God doesn’t love us. They want us to think less of ourselves, to believe that we have sinned too much for God to forgive us. Other times, they will do the opposite. They will try to convince us that God loves us just the way we are, sins and all, and that our sins are no big deal. It’s all lies. 
We have entered the Church through Christ in the waters of Holy Baptism. We were buried there with Christ and raised again to new life in Him. Christ is the only way to salvation, there is no other door, there is no other option. Jesus is the only way, the only truth, the only life. You won’t enter into salvation by being a kind or good person, and you won’t earn your way in by giving money to the church or to the poor. The only way into the Church is Christ, and once you have gone through His door, no one can steal you away from Him, not even the devil himself. 
The only way out of Christ’s church is walking out the door ourselves and listening to the wrong voice. There are lots of voices in our world. There are people shouting at us about all kinds of things. They make all kinds of promises, promises for a happier and fulfilled life, promises for a bigger bank account, promises for a more successful life. Buy this and your life will be better, send your kids to this and they will grow up better, read this book and you will get all the answers your looking for, eat this and you will have the body you want, take this medicine and your problems will go away, vote for this person and life will be so much better. 
There are many voices around us trying to get us to go this way or that. Some are more dangerous than others, but none of them can offer us anything as substantial as Christ. None of those voices will lead us through the gates of the sheepfold. None of those voices will call us out of our graves when this world’s days are done. The only voice that can give us life in abundance is Christ. The only one who can protect us from the dangers of this world, even death itself, is Christ. He has built His Church, and nothing will prevail against it.
We must follow His voice above all the other voices of this world. Nothing can separate you from Christ except yourself; that’s why we need to be in God’s Word. That’s how we learn our Shepherd’s voice, it’s how we learn to follow Him as we make our way through this loud world. Christ has prepared His church for us. He has protected us from thieves and anything else that would seek to destroy us. Let us rest in His protection, rest in His love, and as we go throughout our lives, follow His voice above all others. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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