Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Watertown, WI

 “To You”
Pastor Aaron Reseburg
April 2, 2026
Maundy Thursday

1 Corinthians 11:23-32
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
The Corinthians were divided theologically, economically, culturally and ethnically. They had issues with sexual immorality and homosexuality. Christians were taking each other to court, reverting back to their pagan or Jewish ways, and the Divine Service had become a battle ground for their division. They ignored their divisions. They ignored their neighbors’ sin, and pretended that they were united. They pretended they were in a common union together and partook of the Lord’s Supper. Paul says that, for this reason, some of them were getting sick and dying. 
It’s tempting for us to think that the Lord’s Supper is an individual thing, something between us and God and nobody else. That couldn’t be further from the truth. It’s in the name of course, Holy Communion. Communion comes from two words meaning together in oneness. Holy Communion is a communal thing; it is something that we do together. 
Notice Paul doesn’t condemn anyone for doubting the Real Presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper. That heresy doesn’t pop up for another 1500 years or so. The Corinthians are not divided in their understanding of the Lord’s Supper; they are divided in their understanding of so many other things. 
This is why we, just as Christians for thousands of years have done, practice closed communion—meaning that only members of our congregation or another congregation of the Missouri Synod are allowed at our altar with few exceptions. It was not enough to confess the Real Presence for Paul, and it is not enough for us either. Those who approach this table confess to God and each other that we believe the same things. 
Being a member of our church isn’t like being a member of a club. Being a member of this church means living together in a common bond and telling the world that you believe everything that this church confesses. Including our understanding of sin and its consequences! 
Paul urges the church to exclude people from the Lord’s Supper if they are living in open and unrepentant sin. It is our duty as a church to do the same. The Lord’s Supper cost Christ His life; He paid the price for our sins. We repent of our sins and lay them down at the foot of the cross before we commune. If someone approaches the table with unrepentant sin, they are waving it in Christ’s face. They eat and drink Christ’s body and blood, but it is to their judgement. 
We live in a divided world. Divided over race, nationalities, borders, politics, economics, and more. The world is so divided that it is hard for us to imagine it being possible for people to agree on anything. We are so trapped in our American individualism that we are tempted to reject the unity that the church offers us. Our culture wants us to create our own identities, and that bleeds into our faith as well. 
But in Christ, we are members of one body. In Christ, we are able to set aside all the things that divide us in this world and celebrate the unity that the church gives us. As Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians chapter 10, there is one bread, and in Christ, we are one body. 
The division in our world and in our country is exhausting; people can’t even talk to each other anymore. Politics especially seems to divide us. Family members stop talking to each other, friends forsake each other, co-workers refuse to interact. In a divided world, Holy Communion gives us the opportunity to show our unity. In a world that is full of “truths,” we confess to the world that our church teaches, and we along with it, the Truth. To allow others to come to the table who do not believe the truth is to say to them and to others that the truth doesn’t matter. 
Division within Christianity is an unfortunate reality, but there are many churches that have set aside parts of the truth for false doctrines that come from man and not from Scripture. The Lord’s Supper is not the time to pretend that unity exists where it does not. The Lord’s Supper is the time that we are able to confess our unity and our belief in the faith. 
On Holy Thursday, our Lord instituted the Lord’s Supper. As often as we eat and drink of His Supper, we proclaim to the world that Christ will rise again. You don’t proclaim something to yourself; you proclaim it to those around you, to the world. The world wants division. Christ wants unity. One body, one faith, one baptism. Paul tells the Corinthians that there will be divisions. The Lord does not want His church divided and yet it is necessary so that the truth might be seen and proclaimed.  
Christ knew the world would be a dangerous place for His apostles. In His priestly prayer, He asks His Father to keep them together. In His Holy Supper, they express their togetherness. Dear Christians, we gather tonight to remember our Lord and give thanks for His Supper by which our sins are forgiven. We gather here together to share a meal and a confession. To tell a divided world that we stand together in a common belief that begins at this table but extends far past it. 
We might disagree on the things of this world, like politics, sports, ideology, technology, and more. But here at this altar, we share a united confession of the faith. A faith that is grounded in Jesus Christ and shaped by Holy Scripture. A faith that is nurtured in His Supper. A faith that will pull us through this life and into the next. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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