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Luke 24:13-35
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Two sad and downtrodden disciples walk out of Jerusalem in our reading from Luke for today. Their story is a familiar one to many in our world today; they have given up their faith. They believed in Jesus, but when He doesn’t act as they expected Him to, when He doesn’t live up to their expectations, when He doesn’t fit into the world as they know it, they lose their faith. I’m sure that each one of us here today knows someone who has lost their faith.  We all know someone who has rejected the promises that God made them in their baptisms, just as these disciples rejected the promises Jesus made them throughout His ministry.  
It’s more than that, of course, for the disciples. By giving up on Jesus, they had rejected all the promises that God made to the Children of Israel. They rejected their circumcision and their lineage as children of Israel. They, along with many of their countrymen, rejected God’s Holy covenant because Jesus was the fulfillment of that covenant. Their problem is that they had heard Jesus, but they didn’t really listen to Him. 
This is our problem as well. We hear God’s Word, but we don’t always listen to it. We are selective listeners. Some parts of God’s Word sound great to us, but the parts that don’t fit with our conceptions about the world and God, we just put to the side. Not only do we put part of God’s Word to the side, but we replace those parts with our own ideas. Pretty soon, we start putting words in God’s mouth; we start making promises that God has not made. 
Satan is more than happy to help us along, just as he did in the garden when he twisted God’s Word for Adam and Eve. He wants us to intermix our own desires with our understanding of God’s desires. The disciples wanted freedom from Rome. They wanted glory and power, so they believed that Jesus wanted that too. We want to be happy, rich, and successful, so we believe that God want’s those things for us as well. We put our faith in promises that God hasn’t made, and when He doesn’t play along, we either get angry at God or we reject Him all together. 
Satan wants us to believe that the promises that God makes are too small, too little; he wants us to believe that they are not relevant enough to our lives. Sure, Jesus is risen from the dead and our sins are forgiven, but how does that help me pay my taxes? How does that help me pay off my credit card? How does that help me put groceries on the table? How does that help me get a better job or a promotion? 
I don’t mean to be too harsh on the disciples; they lost their faith for three or four days. I’m sure that some of us have lost our faith that long or even longer. We may have lost our faith in the past, but we are here today, remembering the gift of faith that Christ gave us in our baptisms. 
The two on the road gave up on Jesus, but He did not give up on them. He came to them in their sadness and renewed their faith. Even before He revealed Himself to them, He opened God’s Word to them in such a way that they felt their hearts burn. Then, as they broke bread together, He revealed Himself to them and they knew Him. They abandoned Christ, but He did not abandon them. Christ came to you in your baptism when you were lost in sin. He comes to you today in His Word to strengthen your faith, and soon He will reveal Himself again as we break bread together in the Lord’s Supper. Here around the altar, Christ Himself will come to you and strengthen the faith that He gave you. 
God has not promised you an easy life. He has not promised that you will be rich or successful, and He has not even promised you a happy life. God has promised you a life that is far better than any of those things. Money, comfort, happiness, success, all of it is fleeting—here today and gone tomorrow. You certainly can’t take any of it with you when you die. 
God’s promises to you are far greater. God’s promises help us to see past the troubles of this world and into the glory which is coming. God’s Word will not make you a better or more successful businessperson or put more money in your pocket, but it will make you a better parent, a better son or daughter, a better friend, a better neighbor to all those around you. Being better at those things is far better than having more money or happiness. 
The Bible is full of promises that God has made you, but you need to look. You need to hear God’s Word and you need to listen. God has promised those that have put on Christ in the waters of Holy Baptism that you are now His child. You are co-heirs with Christ. God has promised you that because Christ has died and rose again, one day, you too will die and rise. 
Christ did not give up on the disciples who had given up their faith in Him. He found them in their faithlessness and despair and breathed life into their dead faith. He is still seeking the lost today. Let us pray that God would meet our loved ones on the road who have given up their faith and make their hearts burn for Him again. Let us give thanks for the promises God has made us. Let us remember our baptisms and let us pray that God would continue to strengthen our faith through His Word and Holy Sacrament.  
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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