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John 20:19-31
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
There is a lot going on in our section from the Gospel of John this morning. Some of the disciples were locked in a room, cowering in fear of the Jews. All of a sudden, Jesus appears in their midst with the words, “Peace be with you.” He shows them His hands and side and then He anoints them with the Holy Spirit. He breathes on them; He fills them with the breath of new life. He gives them the power to forgive sins or to retain them. Thomas, it seems, was not with the rest; the disciples go to tell him what happened and he, for some reason, doesn’t believe them. He declares that he needs to see and touch in order to believe. While Thomas talks a big game, like most of us, when it comes down to it, all Thomas needs is to see Jesus in order to believe. Jesus finishes the section with a proclamation to the disciples, “blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”  
After Christ’s ascension into heaven, the disciples will scatter throughout the known world preaching the Gospel to a whole lot of people who will not see Jesus and yet will believe in Him. People who will hear the Gospel of Christ—a message that seems to contradict everything in their life experience, whether that is as a pagan or as a Jew—and yet they will believe. We are approaching 2,000 years of people who have believed in a God that they have never seen.  
Our ancestors worshipped gods they could see; they gave the things around them names and worshiped them. Trees, forests, hills, clouds, weather, crops, war, love, they took all these things that they interacted with every day and made them their gods. Today, we aren’t much different—we just stopped giving them names. We worship vacations, new cars, sports, going out to eat, our schedules, our children, our parents, our friends, our own comfort, our wants, our perceived needs, and our own intellect. We like gods we can control and see; we like gods that we are free to shape, gods like us.  
We are now down to the root of it all; when it comes down to it, we worship the thing we know the best. We worship the thing we see every day. We worship ourselves. 
As the disciples went out into the world, they had to convince people to deny themselves, to reject the religion they grew up with, reject their culture, reject everything they knew about the world, and believe a new thing. Believe that God became a man, died on a cross, and the rose from the dead. Oh, and you can’t see Him anymore because He has gone back up into heaven.  
“Blessed are you who have not seen and yet believed.”
There is plenty of proof the Jesus Christ existed. Anyone who is a serious historian must come to that conclusion. Seeing is not enough. You are not going to argue someone into faith via the comment section on Facebook or anywhere else on the internet. The disciples did not argue people into the faith. The only way for people to believe, for people to have faith, for people to receive the forgiveness of sin won for them on the cross, is through faith, through believing in that which is not seen and yet believed.
Faith goes beyond what we can see. Faith connects us to a God that we cannot see. The Word of God creates faith. That is what the disciples used as they spread the Gospel, not clever strategies, not a marketing campaign. They preached the Word of God, and the Holy Spirit created faith in those who heard it. 
Blessed are you, dear Christians, for you have not seen and yet you believe. Your faith is challenged every day. We don’t live in a Christian culture anymore. Being a Christian is not good for your career or for your reputation. The best that we can hope for many times these days is a neutral response when people find our we are Christians, IF people find out we are Christians. There is, of course, what seems to be a growing idea that being a Christian is a negative thing in our world.  
Our faith and the faith of our children is challenged every day. Evolution, homosexuality, transgenderism, Marxist critical theories, all these things and more have a part in our society now and they are all at odds with our faith. They are all tools that the devil will use to create doubt and unbelief. 
Dear Christians, you will have doubts. You will have times where you are unsure, and that’s okay. The problems come when we let doubts fester, when we dwell on those doubts without seeking answers. The problem comes when we put God on trial without allowing Him to speak to us. If you have doubts, search the Scripture. Look to Jesus, talk to me, talk to someone, and let God breathe life again into you. Let the Holy Spirit renew and refresh your faith. 
Times when our faith is weak, times when we are full of doubts, are exactly when we need to be in church, to be in God’s Word the most. That’s what Thomas did; he did not isolate himself, but he remained with the rest of the disciples trusting that Jesus would appear again. Today, Jesus is here for you again in His Word and in His body and blood to strengthen your faith. To deliver to you the forgiveness of sins that He won for you on the cross. Today, Jesus has come to you to bring you peace. Today, He has come to tell you how blessed you are because you have not seen and yet have believed. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.  
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