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John 12:20-43
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
There are some things in our lives that we would like to keep and some that we would prefer to lose. We would like to keep our savings, our houses, our health, and more. We would prefer to lose a few pounds, a sickness, some of the mess in our homes, and perhaps that annoying neighbor. 
What about our very lives? I think that we would all like to keep those. We have talked a few times in the past few weeks about how uncertain life can be. We have talked about how no matter how careful you are, no matter how many good decisions you make, you can lose your life in an instant due to no fault of your own. 
Jesus enters into Jerusalem in our reading for today in order to lose His life. It won’t be Palm Sunday when He will die, but Palm Sunday will set it all in motion. With His royal entrance into Jerusalem, He gives the Pharisees an ultimatum. They must either join with the crowds and hail Him as King, or they must kill Him. Jesus knows the choice they will make, of course. They will choose to kill Him, and Jesus will not resist. Jesus will allow Judas to betray Him. He will allow the soldiers to arrest Him. He will allow the Romans to beat Him and torture Him, and finally, He will allow Himself to die. 
He will give up His life trusting that He will be raised from the dead and receive more life, better life. It seems strange to say, but God will give His life to receive eternal life. Jesus enters Jerusalem with the support of the crowds. If there was a time to grasp at earthly power, this would have been it. Jesus instead sets aside power, glory, and his own life and chooses to endure the cross, knowing in His suffering and in His dying, He would receive true power and glory; He would receive true life.  
The life that we have in this world is short and fleeting—here today and gone tomorrow—and yet, we love our lives dearly. We love our lives so much in fact that even the thought of them being uncomfortable terrifies us. Having comfortable, successful, and happy lives becomes the center of our existence. We think that by focusing on these things we will keep our lives for as long as we can. 
There is nothing necessarily wrong with being comfortable or with money or success. The problem comes when we are willing to sacrifice anything to get those. The problem comes when we love our lives, even the lives of our children, more than we love Christ. 
When Jesus entered the city, the people had two choices, hail Him as King or seek to kill Him. With Christ, there is no middle ground. He is either your King or your enemy. He isn’t something that you fit into your life when it’s convenient. If Christ is your King, He is the center of your life. Everything else fits in around Him, jobs, children, spouses, hobbies, everything that makes up our lives here on earth is secondary to Christ. Yes, that means that you should be in church every week that you possibly can, but it’s more than that. If you don’t consider Christ in every big decision in your life, He is not your King. If Christ doesn’t shape how you work, raise your children, go to school, or talk to your friends, He is not your King. 
Yes, that is the Law; you need to stop treating Christ as if He is something you can fit into your life when it’s convenient. But here is the Gospel. He is a good and a gracious King who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He doesn’t ride into Jerusalem on a war horse; He rides in on a lowly donkey. Every time that you choose yourself and your life here on earth instead of Him, He is ready to welcome you back.  
He rode into Jerusalem to the applause of the crowds, but He didn’t do it to bring Himself glory. He rode into Jerusalem to die so that you don’t have to die. You see, as much as you think you love your life, Christ loves it more. Jesus Christ loves you and your life so much that He was willing to sacrifice His life for yours. He was willing to lay down His life and endure shame and death for you. Jesus spent His life healing people, raising people from the dead, spreading the Gospel, feeding the poor and the hungry, and following God’s Law perfectly, and He gave it all up for you. 
He gave it up for you to give you eternal life. He gave His life so that you can keep yours. Believe that, put your faith in that, entrust your life to Christ, and He will see that you keep it forever. Give up your life; give up all the things that are most important to you in this life and give them to Christ. Your future, your job, your money, your kids, your spouse, give them to Jesus and He will take care of them all. Believe the promises He made you in your baptism. Believe that you have already died in those waters and been born again as well.  
Jesus Christ came into Jerusalem to offer Himself as a sacrifice for your sin. Today, He offers you a piece of that sacrifice. Today, that King enters our midst again, not riding on a donkey but in, with, and under simple bread and wine. He comes to you today, as always, to give you life.
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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