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John 17:6-19

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
There is a battle going on. The last two petitions of the Lord’s Prayer make that clear. Earthly leaders start wars and battles over things like oil and land. This battle is over something much more important. It is the battle for our immortal soul. 
At times, we are tempted to believe that this battle is simply between God and the devil. As if we are innocent civilians that are caught up in the battle. The truth is far more complicated than that. The truth is that we are not innocent civilians caught between two mighty powers. The truth is that we are soldiers in the battle, and that we are not on God’s side. 
Luther is helpful to understand this; there are three powers in this world which are actively working against God and His good and gracious will. The devil along with his demons, this sin sick world, and our own sinful nature. There are no neutral forces in this world; we are either for God or against Him. The Bible refers to this part of ourselves as the old self—the part of us that comes from Adam, the part of us that wants anything that opposes God and His will. 
For the baptized, for those who have received the Spirit of Christ, the New Adam, there is not only a battle going on around them, but there is a daily, minute by minute, second by second battle going on inside of them. For we have been reconciled with God, we have been liberated from the armies of evil, we are not enemies of God we are children of God. The Old Adam was drowned in baptism, but as some have said, he is a good swimmer. 
As Christians, we have been recruited into the army of the Lord. God’s enemies are our enemies; we have been brought into the battle against the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature. These three things are united against us—they desire nothing more than to tempt us to leave our post, they want us to defect from God’s army, and they want us to join them in their attempts to disrupt God’s Will here on earth. 
In short, they want us to oppose everything that we have thus far prayed for in the Lord’s Prayer. They do not want God’s name kept Holy, or for His kingdom to grow on this earth. They want His Will to be opposed, not done. They want prayers for food and sustenance to go unanswered, they want despair. They want anger and enmity, not forgiveness.  
We are soldiers in a battle that is too big for us, fighting too many enemies. If you look at the state of the world around us, it seems like we are losing. Evil prospers, faith is lost, and apathy grows every day. But the battle isn’t lost. In fact, the battle has already been won! Satan and his allies thrash about, but they have already lost. God is in control of all things. On the cross, Jesus defeated all the enemies of God, including our own sinful nature. 
The kingdom is already conquered; the glory belongs to Christ alone because in His resurrection from the dead, He showed His power of all things. Nothing can snatch you away from Christ and His army. Turn to Him, pray the Lord’s Prayer. He will rescue you from all your enemies, including yourself. One day, He will deliver us from the evils of this world for good. One day, He will return and our enemies’ days will be done. One day, we will be raised from the dead, free of this old self, this old Adam. The world will be cleansed, and Satan will be locked up for good. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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