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Romans 5:1-8

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
In Seminary, I had a professor who would regularly go indoor rock climbing with his family. One week, he invited me and some friends to go with him. I’ve done a lot of stuff, but I had never done that before, so we all went with him. It was a lot of fun, but I discovered quickly that I am not much of a climber. The hardest part for me was when we got up high. We were, of course, wearing harnesses, but you still had to trust that if you fell, your harness would catch you. You had to hope that no matter what happened, the harness would keep you safe. 
Our section from Romans for today shows us the connection that exists between our justification—our being made right with God—and hope. 
We hope for many things. We hope our kids will grow up to be good people. We hope our car won’t break down. We hope our money will stretch enough to pay all the bills. We hope what we have squirreled away for retirement will be enough. We hope the medicine will do its job. Sometimes our hope is certain; we have done all we can do and now, as long as nothing crazy happens, we are good to go. Other times, we hope against hope; we hope for a miracle, we hope for something that seems to be impossible.  
As Christians, we are people of hope. No test will tell you that your sins are forgiven. No document can prove that you have been reconciled to God. We are people of hope. Looking at us, looking at the lives we have lived, looking at the sins we have committed and the sins we continue to do every day, looking at all the failures of our lives, it would seem like we are hoping against hope. If our justification, if God’s opinion of us, depended on our ability to love or serve Him or our neighbor or anyone else, we would be hoping against hope. 
Our reading shows us that we are not hoping against hope. God poured out His love for us while we were still sinners. While we were still weak, while we were still broken people who chose every day to oppose God and His will, Christ died for us. Our justification, our salvation, is not dependent on us or what we do; it all depends on Jesus. He is our hope; He is the harness that will catch us when we die. 
Some people think that an easy and prosperous life is a sign of God’s love and care for someone; they even think those are signs of a real Christian. They will tell you that if something is going wrong in your life, you just need to have more faith. You just need to believe more, repent more of your shortcomings, and then God will bless you. They take their faith away from Christ and His Word and put their hope in themselves and their own lives. 
Dear Christians, our hope needs to be in Jesus and Jesus alone. Everything else is hoping against hope. We are not hoping against hope. As the author of Hebrews says, we have a sure and certain hope. Jesus Christ died for sinners, not for perfect people. Jesus Christ died for you and me. On the cross, He paid the price for your sins and the sins of the whole world. 
Jesus didn’t die for righteous people; He died so that miserable sinners like you and me could become righteous people like Him. In the death of Christ, we have been made right with God. In the waters of Holy Baptism, God took enemies and made them His children. That is who we are, children of God. It doesn’t matter what our past was, it doesn’t matter how many times we have wandered, it doesn’t matter how much money we have or how comfortable our lives are. The only thing that matters is Christ. Christ died for us and Christ rose for us.
He rose from the dead to show us that one day, we too will be raised from the dead. In this life, we will have troubles. We will have difficulties. In Christ, we are able to rejoice in our sufferings, trusting that God will lead us through them. We are able to rejoice in the difficulties of life and see that God is working on us through them—perfecting us, sanctifying us, and stripping away the things that might lead us away from Him. 
Though we get sick, though people around us die, though tragedies happen to us, we rejoice. We fix our eyes on Jesus who died and gave His body and blood as a sacrifice to make us right with God. We fix our eyes on Jesus who, this very day, gives His body and blood for us to once again forgive us of our sins. Today, Jesus offers you again the forgiveness that He won for you on the cross. 
When times are good and when times are not so good, when your walk with God is close and easy and when He feels far away and things are difficult, put your hope in Jesus. He has done it all for you. He has promised you something far better than an easy time in this world. He promises you eternal life in a better world. A world that He is preparing for you. A world that He will bring down from heaven one day. One day, the need for hope will be gone because Jesus will call us out of our graves, and we will see with our own eyes the full salvation of the Lord. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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