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Matthew 16:13-20

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
In high school, I found these books about Genghis Khan. They were historical fiction books about his life and the lives of his sons. I’ve always liked history, and I didn’t know much about that part of world’s history, so I was hooked! I read them as fast as I could. The Mongolian Empire was the largest contiguous empire in all of history. It was the second biggest of all time, only surpassed by the naval empire of the British Empire. 
The British Empire certainly had its own history of violence, but many of the wars it fought were won because of superior technology. The Mongol Empire was spread through violence and terror. Often times facing civilizations with superior technology, battles were won with superior strategy and ruthlessness. Violence is and always has been the way that kingdoms grow. 
In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray for God’s kingdom to come. God’s kingdom is different than the empires of this world; it is not spread through war or violence. God’s kingdom comes through the Word and blood of Christ.
It’s important, of course, to be clear about what God’s kingdom is. The Mongolian Empire was wherever the Kahn ruled and reigned, whether that was modern-day Ukraine, or modern-day Korea. God’s kingdom is the same; it is wherever Christ rules and reigns, wherever He is hailed as King. 
On this Earth, Christ rules and reigns over the hearts of those who have been given the gift of faith. You and I, when we pray for His kingdom to come, are praying that Christ would conquer more hearts and spread His reign to all people. We pray that more people would come to faith and be brought out of the kingdoms of this world and into Christ’s kingdom. 
Wherever the Kahn ruled, his word was absolute law. It is the same in Christ’s kingdom. Where He rules, His Word is law; His will is law. So, we see the connection to the Third Petition. We pray that many more would come to know Christ, and that all people would follow His will and His law. We pray that Christ would help us to follow His will because we love Him, but we also pray that all people would follow God’s will, not only in the church, but also in our society. 
God’s will is more than just rules for His followers, it is how He designed His creation to function. When people follow God’s law, whether they do it in faith or not, society runs better, nations and people prosper. So, we pray that God’s will would be reflected in how we live our lives and in the laws of our nations.  
As people of faith, we are a part of God’s kingdom. We may live our lives here on earth in our own little kingdoms, whether that be the United States or somewhere else. We live our lives in this kingdom, but our ultimate allegiance belongs to Christ and Christ alone. He is our true King. One day, Christ will return and He will bring His heavenly kingdom with Him. 
One day, Christ will again invade this world, and the little kingdoms of this world will be gone. On that day, the dead will be raised, and we will be set free from sin. We will be free to do His will perfectly. On that day, we will be set free from death and violence. On that day, we will live in His kingdom forever.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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