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John 11:1-45

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
It’s never easy losing someone you love. In our reading from John chapter 11, we find Mary, Martha, and even Jesus mourning the loss of someone that they loved. Lazarus is dead. Lazarus is dead, and like the blind man from last week, it’s God’s fault. Jesus received word that Lazarus was sick but decided to wait around a few days before heading over to see him. Once again, Jesus will manifest His power so that those around Him can learn who He is. This time, He will show them that He can do more than just heal and multiply fish. This time, He will show them that He has power over life and death. In fact, He has more than just power over life. He is life itself. 
It’s not easy losing someone you love, and yet it is something that we will all do at one point or another. Death is unavoidable; we might be much better at delaying it today that they were 2,000 years ago, but we can’t stop it. Death is the last enemy to be defeated. As Christians, we live free from the consequences of sin and the powers of the devil, but Death is still waiting for us. 
Mary and Martha did a lot right in our story today. As soon as their brother was sick, they sent word to Christ. We, too, owe it to our loved ones to send word to the Lord when they are sick. Certainly, Jesus already knew that Lazarus was sick. Certainly, Jesus knows when our loved ones are sick as well. Yet we still ought to pray for them and that means actually praying for them, not just telling them you are. I have prayed at the bedsides of those who are sick without hope of recovery and those who may recover. The prayer for either is the same: Lord if it is your will, give them health. 
If their letter to Christ was a prayer, Christ’s answer was not yet. Mary and Martha wanted their brother to be healed, but Jesus had different plans for him. He would not be healed; he would be raised. Christ would honor the faith of Lazarus’ sisters, but in an unexpected way. Jesus wanted to show them—His disciples, the Jews, and the Pharisees—something that they could not deny. He wanted to show them a miracle that would force them either to accept Him as the Messiah or deny Him to their damnation.  
After this miracle, there would be no blind people. No Pharisees could play ignorant to the miracles that Christ had done. Even Martha doesn’t seem to fully understand what is about to happen. She confesses Jesus as the Christ and shares her hope of the resurrection of the dead, but in her grief, she cannot seem to consider that Jesus could or would raise him from the dead right there.  
Then, with three words, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. He calls Lazarus out of four days in the grave. When all seemed to be lost, when it seemed that death had won, Jesus shows the people the sort of power that He has. We like to think that we have power over our lives. We like to think that if we eat right, exercise enough, go to the right doctors, take the right medicine and supplements, and make the right choices, that we can beat death.
The truth is that death is a powerful enemy that none of us can hold off. You can do all the right things only to get hit by car, be murdered, or get struck by a meteor falling to earth. Death is powerful, but it is nothing compared to Christ. Jesus needed them to understand that; He needed them to know that death could not hold Him because, in about a week, Jesus would give Himself over to death. 
Very soon, Jesus would let death overtake Him. He would go up on a cross and die a miserable death. Jesus needed His friends to know—to remember—what He could do. Martha expressed her faith to Jesus; she knew that Lazarus would be raised from the dead at the end. She didn’t understand that where Jesus is, death flees. With three words, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. In three days, Jesus would raise Himself from the dead. He did both of these things to comfort Martha, to comfort the disciples, to comfort me, and to comfort you. 
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead; He has defeated the last enemy. You and I have been brought into Christ in our baptisms; we have defeated death as well. As Jesus says in our reading for today, “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” We had 11 funerals here at church last year, and those words were read at each of them—as they will continue to be read every time we bury a brother or sister in Christ. 
Our bodies will die, but we will live on with Christ. One day, Christ will call each and every one of us out of our graves. We will enter into eternal life. Lazarus died again after Jesus raised him from the dead the first time. Jesus will call Lazarus out of his grave again, along with you and me. There will be no second death for us, no third death for Lazarus. When Christ calls you and your loved ones out of their graves, it will be for good. That was Martha’s hope, and it is our hope as well. One day, the last enemy will be defeated for good, and all who believed the words of Christ will live forever. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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