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Matthew 18:21-35

 In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
Forgiveness is a rare thing in our world today. It’s difficult to forgive someone, and we don’t like to do difficult things most of the time. We often take the easy way, the path of least resistance. It’s easy to hold a grudge. It’s easy to ignore someone, to write them out of your life. 
Forgiveness is hard, so we try to water it down. We reduce it to just saying “I forgive you” after someone apologizes. If you think forgiveness is so simple as that, you haven’t really forgiven anyone before. You see, forgiveness is an ongoing thing. When someone sins against you badly enough, when someone betrays you enough, or hurts you enough, just saying “I forgive you” isn’t enough. 
I have a scar on my right pointer finger. Every time I see it, I am reminded of cutting my finger while trying to separate frozen chicken with a knife—which I wouldn’t recommend, by the way. The hurts that we inflict on each other can leave scars as well, reminders of the pain, lingering memories. 
I know that there are several people in my own past who have sinned against me. I have forgiven them as Jesus tells us to. But every time I see or think of a few of them, it’s like I am seeing that scar again, remembering the pain again, remembering their sin again. In that moment, I am tempted to think or say something bad about them. That’s why forgiveness is an ongoing thing. When I catch myself slipping into unforgiveness, when I feel that grudge creeping up, I need to remind myself that I forgave them. 
Our problem with forgiveness, of course, goes back the heart of all sin, pride. We think far too highly of ourselves; we love ourselves far too much. Forgiveness means setting aside ourselves. It means setting aside the rights that we feel we are owed. Forgiveness isn’t conflict resolution, simply figuring out how to move forward. Forgiveness is reconciliation.  
Reconciliation is the slow and painful procedure of removing the scars. Until we can look at those who have sinned against us and feel anything but love for a person for whom Jesus has died, we haven’t truly forgiven them. That’s a hard thing to do, in fact, it’s an almost impossible thing to do. But it is what Jesus calls us to do. To forgive. 
It’s why it’s included in the Lord’s Prayer. Forgiveness is at the heart of being a Christian because it is the very heart of Christ. On the cross, Jesus forgave the sins of the whole world. Any sin committed before, during, or after He was crucified was washed away as His blood poured from His side. There on the cross, Jesus felt the pain of all sins and He bore them unto death. 
There on the cross, Jesus felt the pain of your sins, your secret sins that only you know, and the sins that everyone around you knows. Jesus took the punishment for them all. They nailed our Lord to the cross, and by His wounds, we are healed. His scars are not reminders of our sins; His scars are reminders of our forgiveness. 
So, set aside your scars and focus on the scars of Christ. Remember the forgiveness that they won for you and let that forgiveness fill your heart and overflow into the world around you. As Christians, we are called to do hard things. We are called to forgive because Christ forgave. Jesus has given us the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer to remind us that we are forgiven and to help us forgive others. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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