Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Watertown, WI

 “Opened”
Pastor Aaron Reseburg
March 15, 2026

John 9:1-41

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
You normally get an answer from someone if you ask them what they are doing. Much less common is getting an answer to the question “Why?” Why are you doing that, why did you do that, why would you consider doing that, why did that happen? Sometimes the person is ashamed to say why. Sometimes they are embarrassed, and sometimes the one being asked knows the asker already knows why. Most of the time, though, there isn’t a real reason why. Most of the time, we do things without really thinking through the why—we just do it out of habit or compulsion. We just do it because we want to. We just do it. 
God does not operate like us. There is always a why to whatever God does. Everything that happens, happens for a purpose. God is certainly in control of all things; nothing happens that He doesn’t know about or allow to happen. God isn’t a puppeteer moving us as He would like to, but He knows what will happen and uses it for His purposes. Joseph, of course, is a great example of this when talking to his brothers. He says, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good.” 
There is always a “why” to everything that happens, but the reality is that we will almost never find out that why. I try to move people away from comforting people who are grieving with the phrase “God has a plan.” Knowing that something is a part of God’s plan doesn’t make it any easier to deal with because you may never know what good came out of it. You will probably never know the why.
The disciples begin our reading for today asking Jesus “Why?” They see a man born blind and ask Jesus if it because of his sin or his parent’s sin. The disciples should know better, of course. This is the same question Job’s friends grilled him on, asking him what he did wrong for God to punish him. This is part of the problem with us searching after God’s why—we think that God works like us. We think that good lives are the result of being “good people,” and bad lives are the result of being “bad people.” 
Jesus gives them an unexpected answer. Why was the man born blind? The man was born blind so that the disciples would ask why, so that the disciples would see Jesus heal the man, so that John would remember it and write it in his Gospel, and so that you and I would gather here today to hear the story again. 
A man was born 2,000 years ago with eyes that didn’t function so that he would hear the Gospel preached to him from Christ and so that you would hear the Gospel preached to you today. There are many possible reasons for why this man’s eyes didn’t function correctly but, in his mother’s womb, God did something to stop them from working correctly. 
Dear Christians, when difficult things come to you, when you receive news from a doctor, when a loved one dies, when you lose a job, when you are hurt by someone you love, when bad news comes, don’t worry about the why. Worrying about and wondering about the why will not help you. 
We have a problem that stops us from seeing the why. We have a fatal flaw that has separated us from the will of God. Our sin has made us blind to God’s will. In our stumbling around and focusing on why God might have done something, we forget the clear promise of God. We forget about all the things that God did and continues to do in our life. We leave the light of God’s clear truth to go searching in the shadows of possibility. 
The man was blind so that Jesus could heal him in front the disciples. So that Jesus could teach them and the Pharisees just how blind they all were. We can see with our eyes, but without Jesus, we are still blind. Jesus came to bring light to a dark world, to give sight those who are physically blind yes, but also to a world full of spiritually blind people. Apart from Christ, we are blind people leading blind people around. 
God has a plan for all things. That doesn’t mean your life will be easy, that you will be free from tragedy, or that you will know why God allows bad things to happen to you or anyone else. Anyone who tells you they know why God allowed something to happen to you is lying. Don’t go to the hidden things of God searching for comfort in the midst of chaos. Go to the clear light, the clear revealed truth of God as handed down to you through the Scriptures.  
God never promised your life will be easy, but He has promised that He will never leave you nor will He forsake you. God doesn’t always tell us why, but He does walk with us through the most difficult times in our lives. In the midst of pain, sadness, confusion, and fear, God is with you. He has promised us that one day, the struggles of this world will be over. One day, He will tell us why. One day, Christ will return and our eyes will be fully opened. We will see how God led us each and every day. We will see how God used the darkest days of our lives to do amazing things. We will see why God allowed evil to happen, but we will also see the multitude of mercies that He poured out on us as well. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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