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Matthew 6:25-34

“Give us this day our daily bread”
In the name of Jesus Amen.
I love survival shows. Bear Grylls was my hero for a long time. There are many different variations of survival shows out there today, and I think that my favorite one is called “Alone.” They really go all in on this show being a survival show; the person is all alone, no camera crew or anything. The only human interaction they have is when the doctor comes to make sure they aren’t going to die soon. Not only are they alone, but they also are in the most inhospitable locations in the world. They can only bring a few items and are highly regulated on the kind of animals they can kill and how they can kill. These people are not regular people; they are experts in some aspect of survival, and still many of them will drop out within a week. The most successful contestants put on as much weight as they can before the show, expecting to lose a lot of weight.  
For them, daily bread is no guarantee. There are times when a contestant will get one fish every few days. Others will get less than that, surviving on edible grasses and things like that before they have to drop out. 
Our daily bread is all around us; food is easy to find. Gas stations, grocery stores, food trucks, restaurants, fast food places, farmers markets, and more. Daily bread is all around us. 
Availability of food isn’t a problem, at least not here in Watertown. What separates people from their daily bread here is money. There is food all around us, but there are plenty of people in our community who struggle to afford their daily bread. 
If we recognize God as the giver of all things, how do we understand those who are hungry? Perhaps they haven’t prayed enough?  Maybe they have done something to anger God. Is God punishing them for making poor financial decisions? If any of those are the answer, then the opposite must be true. of course. The rich must have prayed enough; they must be good people that God is rewarding for their faithfulness. Now we see the absurdity of this thinking. 
Luther helps us to understand this. God gives all people their daily bread, even wicked people. How much money you have is not a reflection of God’s love for you. All you need to do is turn on the television and you will see all kinds of wicked wealthy people. In fact, the Bible over and over again warns people about wealth. More often than not, wealth and security are a stumbling block to people. When you are able to provide everything for yourself, you begin to think that you don’t need God. You forget who the Giver is. 
The Israelites had to learn this lesson in the wilderness; God literally gave them their daily bread each day to teach them to rely on Him. There are many poor people whose faith should be an example to us all; they know what it’s like to rely on God. 
We get so sucked into this American idea that a prosperous and comfortable life is the goal of our time here on earth. The church has always thrived in times of uncertainty, in times where daily bread was uncertain. Just look at all the beautiful churches all around us that were built by immigrants who came to this country with whatever they could fit in a trunk, by people who trusted that God would care for them, and who thought having a fitting place to receive Christ’s body and blood was important.  
We understand the Fourth Petition in theory, but most of us don’t know what it is like to wonder where our next meal will come from. Most of us don’t struggle to find daily bread and so it’s a prayer that we need to pray even more. We need to constantly remind ourselves that it is God who has given and continues to give us all that we have. 
Not only that, but we must remember that God has answered our prayer for daily bread so that we can be the answer to someone else’s prayer for daily bread. Our purpose on this earth is not to seek after comfort and security for ourselves. Our purpose on this earth is to love and serve our neighbor, to spread the Gospel of Christ to everyone around us. It’s not wrong to have nice things, but at times, those nice things can get in the way. 
God is the Giver of all good things. If your next meal is uncertain, pray to God for daily bread. If your next meal isn’t a worry, thank God for what He has given you and pray that God would help you provide daily bread for another. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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