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Matthew 5:13-20

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
Salt and light. That is what Jesus calls the disciples on the mountainside in our reading for today. I’ve been seeing an awful lot of salt but not a lot of light these days. There wasn’t any ice on the sidewalk in 1st century Palestine. Salt was primarily used to flavor and preserve food, amongst other things.   
I do not think that Jesus is complementing the disciples on their ability to add flavor to things, though. The disciples were a preservative in a rotting world. 
The only faithful people in the 1st century world were the Jews living in a very small strip of land by the shore of the Mediterranean. The rest of the world was full of pagans, senseless war, slavery, human sacrifice, pagan worship, and more. The world was full of evil and sin; it was rotting.  
Even their own religion was rotting. The Pharisees had lost the Gospel. They had lost the idea that God could love and forgive them. Their religion was becoming a religion of death, a religion of the Law. 
Today, it sometimes feels like our world is rotting away. It can feel like sin, death, and the devil are winning. Churches are closing. People are losing their faith. Our culture is becoming less and less Christian. Healthy people get sick and die. Murder, theft, and violence are common. Politicians look after themselves and their own interests. Family members forsake each other. There are wars and rumors of wars, natural disasters, and more. It feels like the world is rotting away.  
The way our society is set up here in America can be exhausting. In America today, you are expected—you are forced—to have an opinion on just about everything from immigration and foreign policy all the way down to road construction and property taxes. The secret is that, whether you are Christian or not, everyone knows the world is rotting. Everyone knows that something is just not right. We all scurry to try and find solutions, to find a way to preserve it, whether that’s through electing the right person, passing the right law, buying the right type of car, inventing the right thing, reading the right books, or thinking the right way. Everyone is trying to preserve our world; we are all trying to be salt. 
Jesus doesn’t tell everyone that they are salt, He tells His followers. So, if the disciples were salt and light, and we are salt and light, if it’s our job to preserve this world and keep away the rot, it doesn’t seem like we are doing a very good job, does it? Why would Jesus make the disciples salt and light? Why are we salt and light? Why is it our job to keep this world from rotting? It seems impossible; it doesn’t feel fair that it’s our responsibility. It feels like too much pressure, too much responsibility; we can barely keep our own families from rotting, let alone the whole world!  
In truth, dear Christians, we are overthinking this. If anyone knows salt, we Wisconsinites should know salt. Salt, as you know, is a useful thing that does nothing of its own accord. Salt is a rock. We place it where we want it and it sits there and does its thing, whether that is on a delicious steak or an icy sidewalk. 
Dear Christians, God has placed each and every one of you where you need to be. He has placed you in this rotting world to preserve it where you are. In a world that sems to be falling apart, God is still in control, just as He always has been. The world has been rotting since Adam and Eve ate of that delicious fruit in the Garden. It is God who preserves it, as He preserves all things. 
You are the salt of the Earth, and that is Gospel to you and everyone around you. God will use you to continue to care for this world; He will use you to preserve it. The Law for us is not to try and be the best salt that we can be. The Law for us is a warning to remain who we are, to be who God has made us to be, to remember our baptisms and seek after pure doctrine. Salt loses its effect when it is mixed with other things, when the things around it change the salt.  
We are in this rotting world, but Jesus makes it clear we are not of it. He has placed us here to be salt and light. This world needs the Gospel far more than it needs good economic policies and good laws. Rome was a thriving empire that was full of people on their way to Hell. This world needs the light of the Gospel, a pure Gospel; the world needs the full Word of God. They need to know their sin and understand their forgiveness in Christ. 
If you want to save the world from its rottenness, if you want to preserve it, start with the Gospel. Read your Bible, remember your baptism, receive the Lord’s Supper, and look around where God has placed you. Make sure that your spouse, your kids, your friends, and your family members know their Savior. When faithful people live faithful lives, the Gospel spreads and this world is preserved, people are saved.
One day, Christ will return and the dead will be raised. On that day, He will be the light and the life of this world. In the new creation, there will be no rot, no sin, no sickness, no devil, and no death. On that day, God will recreate this rotting world and give it and us new life. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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