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John 17:6-19

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
What's in a name? That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet
So says Juliet to her beloved Romeo as she attempts to convince him to forsake his family so that they might be together. She wants him to give up his name, and she will give up hers so that they can set aside their family’s hatred of each other. Normally, her argument is a good one; a thing’s essence isn’t normally tied up in its name. If you start calling chairs elephants, they won’t start growing trunks, eating peanuts, or walking around.  
Juliet is right most of the time, but not all the time. You see, dear Christians, God’s name is His essence. Yahweh means I Am, and He really is. God is, was, and always will be. We struggle to understand that, of course, because all we know is life and death. We have welcomed babies and said goodbye to friends. We have seen forests disappear and buildings appear. You can find a video on YouTube of just about anything being made. But God was not made; He has always been and will always be. His name is reality, existence, and life. 
His name has given you life as well. In the waters of Holy Baptism, you were born from above. You were given a name after your earthly birth, and having been born again, you have received a new name, His name, the name of God. You are now a child of eternity; you are and will always be. You are a dearly loved child of God. 
That’s why God’s name is so important, God’s name, placed on us in baptism, gives us life. When we forsake or profane His name, we throw away that gift, the gift of eternal life. When we profane God’s name, we profane ourselves as well. More than that, when we live lives of profanity, when we live lives of open and unrepentant sin, acting as if there is no God, we profane God’s name.  
What we do matters in this life, especially as Christians. Just as children are a representation of their earthly parents, so too are we earthly representations of our Heavenly Father. What we do here on earth reflects His name. What we do is a representation of our Heavenly Father. If we say one thing but do another, if we go to church on Sunday and then live a life of sin the other six days, we bring shame to our Heavenly Father and His name.
That’s a lot of Law, my brothers and sisters in Christ. The Lord’s Prayer is not Law, it is the Gospel. Jesus doesn’t give us the First Petition to bring us to repentance; He gives it to us to bring us to the Father. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can keep God’s name Holy. In the power of the Holy Spirit, which you also received in the waters of Holy Baptism, you can be a good representation of our Father. 
God’s name changes things. When you received it in baptism, yes, He changed your future. But God has also changed your ability to affect the present. In the First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, we pray that God would continue to empower us to live Godly lives, to seek after pure doctrine, and to honor Him and His name in all that we do.
We ask God because we know that He can and will change our hearts and lives. Trusting that He will help us to be the children that He has called us to be. Trusting that He who gave us His name will help us honor it. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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