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Genesis 3

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Do you ever get frustrated with your GPS? Silly question; of course! If you use a GPS at all, I’m sure you have gotten frustrated. I think that the most frustrating part of using the GPS is when it can’t figure out where you are on a road. This especially seems to happen to me when I am pulling out of a gas station or something like that. It can’t tell where I am until I start moving, but I need to know which way to go in order to start moving. If you want to get somewhere, you need to know where you are. Obvious, right?  
In our reading for today from Genesis chapter three, we see exactly where we are. We are outside the garden living in our sin. In our wickedness, we have been separated from a Holy God. When Adam fell, we fell right along with him. Our sin has made us enemies of God, cursed to live a short life on this earth.  
Where we are is different than where we were. There was a time, how brief the Bible doesn’t say, when we walked with God in the garden, in peace. There was a time where we weren’t afraid of God, sin, death, or clearly the devil. There was a time where we didn’t know sin or evil; all we knew was God and His love for us. Those days are long gone, though. 
Our reading tells us where we were and where we are, but does it tell us where we are going? Are we going anywhere at all? Much of the world doesn’t believe we are going anywhere. Lots of people believe that this world is all we have, that when our time is done on earth, our time is done. 
We as Christians know that this isn’t the truth. This world is not the end for us. We need to go back to the Father, back to peace with God, back to freedom from all the evils of this world. We need to go back to the garden. 
The garden is the place where heaven and earth met. There in the garden, Adam and Eve worshipped God in their abstinence from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. There in the garden, as they ate of the tree of life, they received eternal life. They worshiped God by obeying His commands and loving His creation. 
The problem we have is that the gap is too big and we are too weak. We can’t go back to the Father on our own. God knows this, and the whole story of the Bible is not the story of us going back to God, but God coming to us. Our reading does show us where we are going because God doesn’t leave Adam and Eve alone in their sin. God doesn’t abandon them to their own destruction. God finds them in the garden. He clothes them, and He makes them a promise by cursing the serpent. 
One day, one of their children will defeat the serpent for good. One day, all of his power will be gone and it will be a Son of Eve who will do it. The rest of the Bible is the leadup to that story. It is God preparing His people for their Savior. It is God teaching them about who Jesus would be and what He would do. 
The problem of our separation from God wasn’t overcome by us going to God; it was overcome by God coming to us. The Son of God took on flesh and became a man so that we might once again find peace with God. Through the blood of Christ, we have found our peace with God. We are no longer enemies of God; we are children of God.  
God created man perfect, without sin, in total harmony with Him and His will. In the garden, we listened to Satan, and our desire to be like God overcame our desire to listen to Him. Christ came to this earth and set us free from the condemnation of our sin. Yet, sin still seems to reign in our world. Sin’s days are numbered, and so too are the days of the serpent. Jesus took away his power, and one day, he will be thrown out forever. 
One day, Christ will return and He will bring heaven to earth. It will be a new and even better Eden. There will be no tempter, sin, pain, darkness, or separation. When Christ returns, we will be raised from the dead and our journey will be over. We will be exactly where God wants us to be, exactly where we were created to be.  
We began in the garden in a world without sin. Today, we are cast outside the garden in a world full of sin. We are going back to the Father, back to perfection, back to a world without sin. We are going there, but it is God who is bringing us. It is God who gave us faith in the waters of Holy Baptism, and it is God who will bring us out of the grave and into His new creation. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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