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Micah 6

Seek justice, love kindness, walk humbly with your God.
Micah prophesied to a doomed nation. Israel in the North had fallen, and in the South, Judah, Micah’s home, was teetering on the edge of destruction. The people had largely forgotten Yahweh, their God—wicked kings and priests had seen to that. The people set aside their God and chased after false gods and idols.
They have all but forgotten what it was to be God’s chosen people. Micah stands before them and confronts them; he calls out their sin. He speaks God’s Word to them and reminds them who they are. They are God’s people. Micah not only calls out their sin, but he also reminds them of God’s faithfulness in the past, begging them to return to Him. 
The people's response is an attempt to make a deal with God. They ask Micah what they have to do to receive forgiveness. It is the question of the rich young man from the Gospels, “What must I do to be saved?” Micah’s response is not something new, it is not a checklist of things to accomplish. “Seek Justice, love kindness, walk humbly with your God,” is Micah’s answer.
That word kindness is an important word in the Old Testament, it is Hessed. It is much more than kindness; it is mercy, grace, and undeserved love. It is God’s feeling towards His people.
In the face of our sin, what does God require of us? He requires us to be like Him. He is a God of power, a God of justice who upholds His Law, and yet He is a God who is slow to anger, a God who loves to show mercy and offer forgiveness. God requires His faithful people, His beloved, to walk with Him, to let their footsteps be guided by His. 
The Israelites in Judah were God’s people by birth and the covenant of circumcision. In the waters of Holy Baptism, you and I have been made God’s people. As God’s people, we have become recipients of God’s Hessed, His grace and mercy.  
At times, we are tempted to feel like God doesn’t love us. We feel like He can’t or won’t forgive us. We are tempted to feel like our sins are too big, and that we have made too many mistakes. 
There is no sin so great that God’s mercy won’t cover it. On the cross Jesus, died for all sins, no matter how small or great. The forgiveness that He won for us there on the cross covers it all. That is the heart of what being Lutheran is. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross did it all. It is God’s grace, His Hessed, that saves us apart from anything we do. His Grace has made us His people. 
We are God’s people, and yet, far too often we forsake our God and chase after other gods. Far too often we put other things in front of Him: money, happiness, family, success, sexual gratification, reputation, comfort, and more. We may be alive 2600 years after Micah and the people to whom he was preaching, but we have the same problems. Micah was calling the people back to God, and it is a reminder that we all need. It’s so easy to walk away from our Lord, it’s so easy to be drawn away by something or someone else. 
I don’t just mean stopping coming to church. Even those who are regular in church can start to think that Sunday is just something to check off a list. Something to keep God off our back so that we can go about our lives without a nagging guilt. Micah’s message is especially strong for us in that regard. God doesn’t need you to come to church. The Divine Service is not just a ritual to be performed in order to please God or earn His forgiveness. 
God doesn’t need you here. You need you here. Being here, participating in the Divine Service, receiving God’s good and perfect gifts of Word and Sacrament is what Micah is talking about. It is walking humbly with your God. Loving justice and mercy, Law and Gospel. The Divine Service shapes us into God’s people. It shapes us into Him.
Micah’s words to the children of Israel are words of warning, calling them back to God, calling them to remember that they are God’s people. Let us listen to them as well and remember our baptisms where He made us His people, remember what God has done for us, the forgiveness that He won on the cross for us. Let us strive to seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. 
Although we keep running away from God, although we keep failing to do what He commands, His Hessed, His grace, and His love for us will never stop. As many times as we sin, God is ready to forgive. We walk humbly with a God who humbled Himself to be born of a virgin and die for sins that were not His own. We walk humbly with a God who became a man so that we might be His people.
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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