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Psalm 67
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
In case you didn’t notice, the words thanks, thanksgiving, and thankful are nowhere to be found in our Psalm for tonight. In fact, none of those words are found in our Gospel reading for today either. No, the word that sits where thanks would or should go is the word praise. 
Certainly, it is good to thank God for all of the things that He has given us but, to be honest with you, it’s not that hard. Many pagans will sit around their dinner table tomorrow and feel some vague sense of thankfulness for all the things that they have. It’s easy to thank someone for something; it doesn’t really cost you much other than perhaps acknowledging that someone else did something for you. 
Praise is much harder. Now, neither I nor the psalmist mean praise the way that you praise your dog for going to the bathroom outside instead of on your carpet. No, this praise is worship. It is honoring the deity. It isn’t some vague sense of gratitude, or an emotion, it isn’t something that you can do once and call it good enough. This kind of praise requires you to acknowledge someone as being all-together better than you, all together higher than you.
The kind of praise that this Psalm calls for is reflected in the Gospel reading. It is the act of a hopeless man falling on his face before a being who gave him hope. It is an act of faith. Praise isn’t something you can go to church on a Sunday and check off your list. 
The Psalm is a hymn sung by the congregation. The congregation calls out to God and begs Him to bless them. They beg God to make the earth yield it’s increase, to give them a good harvest, to bless them in this world. They ask God to bless them so that they might be a witness to the world around them, they want their life of praise to be a witness to the nations around them. 
This must be our prayer as well; we ought to pray that God would bless us not only in spiritual matters, but in worldly matters as well. Not to increase our comfort or to increase our prestige, but instead, we pray for God to bless us so that we can be a greater blessing to others and to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to more people. 
There are people all around us who do not praise God. Tomorrow in Watertown, there will be many tables where God is not thanked or acknowledged. The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Let us pray that God would bless us so that we as a congregation can do more! There is much more to do, and there are many more people to reach. 
A life of praise is a life that is always turned toward the Savior. The man in the Gospel was given his life back; the man probably had family he hadn’t hugged in a long time, places he hadn’t been, things he hadn’t done. The man is given his life back, and he chooses to fall down before Christ. 
God has blessed us all with many things, family, homes, money, safety, and He has even given us a country where we are free to say whatever we would like. How do we use these gifts? Do we use them for ourselves, or do we use them to praise God? It’s a question we need to constantly ask ourselves. 
Jesus Christ died on the cross to take away the sins of the world. There are many who do not know this. So, tomorrow as you thank God for all that He has given you, include the gift of eternal life. Pray that God would bless you, this congregation, and the whole church on earth so that more people would come to know Jesus as their Savior and praise Him with their lives.  
In the name of Jesus, Amen 
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