Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Watertown, WI

 “A Light in the Darkness”
Pastor Aaron Reseburg
December 10, 2025

Isaiah 9:2-7

I think that we have all probably had the experience of being blinded suddenly by a bright light. Your kids walk into your room early in the morning and turn the light on. You reach up to turn the fan on but pull the chain for the light instead. Your teacher turns the lights on quickly after a movie. A smart phone flashlight is accidentally turned on. An oncoming car forgets to turn off their brights. In our reading from Isaiah, a bright light has been turned on. 

Last week, we talked about the darkness of our world and our hearts. How we use darkness to hide our sins from each other and we try our best to hide our sin from ourselves as well. 

Well today, into our dark world shines a light. Not a gentle sunrise, not a low light, not a dim light. Into our dark world shines the blinding light of Christ. Jesus Christ stepped into our world; He took on flesh in Mary’s womb and stepped into our darkness. He became a man, but He did not wrap Himself in the darkness of this world like we do. 

Wherever Jesus went, whatever He did in the Gospels, evil, sin, sickness, even death itself flees. Darkness and sin cannot exist where Jesus is; He is a bright light in the darkness. Jesus walks around Israel healing the sick, casting out demons, raising people from the dead, and forgiving sins. 

For all the miraculous things that He did, for all the good news that He preached to people, you would think that they would run to Him. You would think that the people dwelling in darkness would have run to the light, but that’s not what happened. He came to His own people, the children of Israel, the people that He had formed through the Word of God, the people that He had led out of Egypt, that He had led out of captivity in Babylon, the people that He had chosen, and they hated Him. They tried to stop the light.

The children of Israel loved the darkness and hated the light, and we are no better. The darkness is comfortable. There is a middle ground and room for interpretation in the dark. You can hide and lie in the dark. The light of Christ exposes everything. 

The light of Christ and His perfection show us and the world our sins. There is no hiding in the light. At times, the honesty of the Light of Christ hurts. It forces us to admit that we are wrong, it forces us to put others first, it forces us to do all kinds of things that we would rather not do or acknowledge about ourselves. 

The Light of Christ in this world will make us uncomfortable, but we need it desperately. The darkness is not a safe place to be; darkness’ days are numbered. Today the Light of Christ is contained to His Word and reflected by His people. Darkness and light exist in this world together for now, but a day is coming soon when that beam of light, when the reflected light of Christ, will expose the whole world. 

On that day, no one will be able to hide in the darkness. On that day, light will overcome darkness once and for all. On that day, the light of God, Christ Himself, will come to earth. Those who dwell in darkness, those who wrapped themselves in darkness, will be thrown into an eternal darkness.

But those who fled from darkness and ran to the light will be rescued from darkness forever. They will dwell in the light of Christ forever.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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