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Matthew 21:1-11
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
A few years ago, some friends and I were attempting to hike up Long’s Peak in Colorado. We were taking the shortest but steepest route to the top. On the way up, one of us started to get something called altitude sickness, which basically means that our bodies had not adjusted to the altitude yet. This can be pretty dangerous, and our friend got pretty sick, so obviously we turned around and headed back to our car. When we arrived back at our car, we were met by a relieved park ranger. 
The rangers were getting ready to send someone up to look for us because, as it turns out, there was an avalanche that happened on that side of the mountain in the area that our path was taking us. We had to stop because our friend got sick. If we had not stopped, there was a chance we could have been caught in it. 
We were worried about our friend getting sick, but we didn’t know the real danger we were in. 
Stories like this abound; maybe you have your own. People miss trains or flights that crash. People take a wrong turn on accident and miss an accident. Etc., etc.... 
In our Gospel reading for today, the people were shouting Hosanna, which means save us, but I don’t think they knew how much danger they were really in. Most of them just wanted Jesus to save them from their Roman captivity. They viewed the Messiah as a political and military leader that would come and lead them in a revolt against their occupiers. 
There were some good reasons for them to be afraid of their Roman occupiers. They were taxed heavily, and at times, the Romans could be brutal, crucifying people on the side of the road, or think of the story of Pilate killing people as they were offering sacrifices. The Romans also cared nothing for the Jewish religion. Pilate tried to put Roman flags on the temple, and not long after Jesus’ death, Caligula would try to put a statue of himself in the temple. 
They were so afraid of Rome that they were distracted from the real danger. They needed salvation, not from the Romans, but from themselves. Their sin was distracting them from God’s Word, convincing them that they were better than they were, that they could earn their own salvation, or even worse, that they didn’t need salvation from their sins at all. 
We all get distracted sometimes. We all get so wrapped up in something that we forget the real danger. We get so worried about money, happiness, our health, family, success, hobbies, work, or something else that we get distracted from the real danger. Satan wants to—and is good at—distracting you. He wants you to get so wrapped up in the things of this world that you forget or take for granted the danger of our time here on earth. 
Your faith was given to you as a free gift in your baptism. There, God planted a seed of faith that He is more than happy to continue to care for and nurture. God does that through His Word and the Sacraments, and He does it without and merit or worthiness in us. God will not, however, drag you to church. He won’t force you to open your Bible or to fold your hands. God is ready to nurture your faith, but He will not do it against your will. 
The things of this world seem so big and so frightening sometimes that we forget the real danger. The wages of sin is death, and apart from Christ, death is all that is waiting for us. 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the time that the church spends readying itself for Christmas. On Christmas morning, Christ was born and everything changed. Christ was born into this dangerous world to rescue us from our sin. He did not come to this world to rescue you from financial hardships, family drama, work problems, or relationship problems. He didn’t come to teach us how to live the best life that we can live. 
Jesus Christ came to this earth to save us from sin, death and the devil, dangers that we could never overcome by ourselves. Without Christ, we are hikers caught in an avalanche, helpless. God does not drag you to church, but there are certainly times when He will use difficult things in this life to save us from the true dangers of eternal death in hell. There is a reason so many people come back to church after a loved one dies or after a great tragedy, like 9/11. 
Some people think that the dangers and evils of this world make people lose their faith but in reality, the only way to make sense of the evils of this world is through faith.  
So, dear Christian, don’t get distracted by the dangerous things of this world. Remember the real danger and what is really at stake. Jesus says it best in Matthew 10:28, “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
The thing about coming to fear God is that a proper fear of God sets you free from all other fears. We don’t need to be afraid of anything; Christ has done it all for us. He has overcome it all for us. He came once in a stable for us, He entered into Jerusalem to die for us, He ascended into heaven for us, and one day, He will come again for us to raise us from the dead and free us once and for all from all the dangers of this world. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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