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John 1:29-41

In the name of Jesus, amen.

Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. I hope those words sound familiar to you; we just heard them in the reading coming from the mouth of John, but you also sing them every Sunday as you prepare yourself to receive the Lord’s Supper.

You sing them as the Lamb of God once again comes to you, not walking along the shore of a river in the desert in some far-off land. No, today the Lamb of God comes to you in simple bread and wine. There in bread and wine, He offers you Himself. He offers you a taste of His sacrifice which He offered up to the Father on a cross long ago. Here, as the Lamb of God comes to you, He offers you the forgiveness of sins that He won for you on the cross. 

The sacrifice of lambs was a key part of the Old Testament sacrificial system. Moses and the Israelites were spared by the blood of the lamb. Isaiah prophecies a lamb being led to the slaughter for the sake of the sins of the people. It was always a picture, always a shadow of Jesus. It was always meant to point people to Jesus, who would one day come.

In our reading, John points his disciples and everyone else by the Jordan to Jesus. John’s disciples, in turn, point others to Jesus. The text tells us that Andrew immediately goes and finds his brother Peter to tell him that Jesus is the Christ. Then, after our reading, Phillip will go and find Nathaniel and point him to Jesus as well. After the conclusion of the New Testament, the disciples will go far and wide, pointing people to Christ. Tradition even says that Thomas would travel to India pointing people to Jesus.   

That’s what Christians do, it’s what the church does; we point people to Jesus. It’s the whole reason we have a church. It isn’t to help you live a better life, to teach you to be a better leader, to teach your kids morals, to network, or to make friends, although those things can certainly come along with it.  
 The reason we exist as a church is to point people to Jesus. That’s the mission, that’s the job. It’s my job and it’s your job. Everything that we do here needs to be centered around pointing people to Jesus. 

The Lamb of God took away the sins of the world with His death on the cross. Some people in our community have forgotten that message, others have never believed it. The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. 

We ought to always be asking ourselves as a church and on an individual level, how can we better point people to Jesus. The real Jesus, that is. Not some watered-down, vague, or visitor friendly Jesus. We must point people to the whole Jesus, and that means teaching Him clearly. There are many churches who are willing to sacrifice all kinds of things just to get people in the doors, with at least the base motivation to point people to Jesus. The problem is that when you do that, when you sacrifice doctrine or when your practices reflect false doctrine, the Jesus you are pointing to gets blurred and twisted until it’s hard to say if you are really pointing them to Jesus at all.  

People need the real Jesus; they need the real Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world. They don’t need a life coach or another moral teacher; they need the pure Word of God. They need a real Savior who will save them from their real sins. They need to know what sin is and that they are sinners who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

They need Jesus and the pure Gospel that comes with Him. They need the real Jesus because their sins have real consequences. Hell is a very real place, and without the Lamb of God, that is their destination. Those people are all different kinds of people. They are your neighbors, your coworkers, your waiters and waitresses. They are the people who cut you off in the parking lot at Walmart or who are rude to the workers at Piggly Wiggly. They are the people standing on the street corner protesting. They are your own family members, the people you love the most.

It’s our job to point them to Jesus, but thanks be to God it is not our job to save them. That job has been given to someone much better than us. It is Jesus’ job to save them, and in fact, He has already done it just as He has already saved us. We point people to Jesus as people who know their own need to be saved. We point people to Jesus as humble fellow sinners who cannot save ourselves. The Lamb of God died for the sins of the world, your sins, my sins, and the sins of everyone outside of this building. When you meet those people, when you talk to those people, point them to Jesus. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
2

