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Luke 20:27-40
In the name of Jesus, amen.
In our text for today, Jesus is teaching in the temple when some Sadducees show up. The Sadducees are different from Jesus’ normal debate partners, the Pharisees. The Pharisees held the hearts and minds of the common people. The Sadducees were a minority group that held power in the Roman occupied government. 
The Sadducees were an elite and rich group of Levites and aristocrats. They were highly involved in both temple worship and also Roman politics. This is the only time in Luke’s gospel where they are mentioned, and he points out their biggest theological shortcoming: they denied the resurrection of the dead.  
The resurrection of the dead is at the heart of both Christian and Jewish theology. There are several Old Testament passages that, when interpreted apart from Christ, seem to suggest that the resurrection of the dead will begin at the Mount of Olives. Because of this, the Mount of Olives today is essentially a giant cemetery with over 150,000 graves crammed into just under three square kilometers. 
We often demonize the Pharisees, and for good reason. However, in many ways, the Sadducees were much further away from being faithful believers. The Sadducees not only rejected the resurrection, but they also rejected much of the Old Testament, only holding to the first five books as being authoritative. They rejected the prophets and the histories of their people. Therefore, they also rejected the existence of angels.  
The Sadducees were the theological liberals of their day. They were willing to set aside doctrine for the sake of acceptance and power. Their focus was on appeasing their Roman overlords so that they could maintain their power. 
They come to Jesus as He’s teaching in the temple in order to see if they can trap Him and trick Him into saying something that will anger someone. They decide to give Jesus a hypothetical situation: a woman is married seven times; whose wife will she be in the resurrection? 
Of course, they don’t believe in the resurrection, so this is probably a story they have posed many times to the Pharisees without receiving a suitable answer. It’s a good story, and it’s a good question. Marriage is a gift that God created before the fall, before sin. 
The laws given in Deuteronomy, which guided the story, were created after the fall. A man would marry his brother's wife in order to give his brother an heir, to care for the widow, and to ensure his property stayed in the family. In short, God gave them this law because death and sin had messed up God' s good gift of marriage.
The point of this interaction is not Levitical laws or what marriage will be like in the new creation. The point of this interaction between Jesus and the Sadducees is whether or not there will be a resurrection of the dead. Jesus over and over again teaches that one day, the dead will be raised. Paul does the same, over and over again teaching the resurrection of the dead. 
You would think that this would be a settled debate by now, but it’s not. There are still some who don’t believe that one day, Christ will return and the dead will be raised. There are still modern Sadducees, liberal theologians, who seek to deny anything miraculous in the Bible. They deny Creation in six days, they deny the truth of Old Testament stories like Noah’s flood, they deny Jesus’ miracles, and they deny the resurrection of the dead. It’s just not possible from their perspective and they’re right! From their perspective, from the perspective of the world, from the perspective of science, the resurrection of the dead is impossible. Sure, we can bring someone back who has been dead for a few seconds or minutes, but to bring someone back to life who has been dead for 2,000 years? Scientifically impossible. 
They are trying to understand the world to come by looking at the world around us just like the Sadducees. But if we are to understand the world to come, we need to look at the One who is going to bring that world here. We need to look at Christ. Christ who died on the cross, whose side was pierced, whose lifeless body lay in the tomb for three days. We need to look at Christ who, in spite of all those things, stood among hundreds of people who then went on risk their lives and to tell others about what they had seen. Many of those people did more than risk their lives; they gave their lives for their testimony.  
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead! His once dead body is now very much alive and in heaven. You and I are also His body, once dead in our sins. In a sense, we are already alive but are trapped in these sin-sick bodies. One day, Christ will return from heaven. On that day, He will bring with Him all who have died in the faith, and He will re-create our lowly bodies to be like His heavenly body. One day, we will walk out of our graves just as He did.  Not only will He bring back the faithful, but He will bring heaven itself back to earth. 
The resurrection of the dead is more than just a minor Christian belief; it is at the heart of our theology. We are not just sitting around on earth waiting to die so that we can go to heaven, and we definitely don’t become angels when we die. The resurrection of the dead is the hope of the young and the old, it is comfort for both the dying and those who mourn them after they are gone. In this world, death is inevitable; we see it all around us on the news and in our families. There is a better world to come where death will have no power. 
We do not worship a God of the dead; we worship a God of the living. We worship a God who, through simple water and the Word, takes a dead sinner and gives them life. We worship a God who feeds us with His own living body and blood, sharing His life with us today. 
Today we live in a world filled with death, but one day, in the new creation, in the resurrection of the dead, we will live in a world filled with life. 
In the name of Jesus, amen.
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