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Colossians 1:13-20
In the name of Jesus, amen.

Everyone has their own family Christmas traditions. Maybe you make a gingerbread house, maybe you watch the same Christmas movie, maybe you sing Christmas carols, maybe you open presents in a fun way, or maybe you make a meal together. One thing that my wife’s family does is put a puzzle together. Now, I’m sure when they hear this they will laugh and not think of it as a tradition, but every year when we go to Minnesota, there will be a new puzzle waiting to be assembled.  

There are lots of different strategies for putting puzzles together. You can sort the pieces by color, you can pick a part of the picture to focus on, you can start with the border, etc. The nice part about a puzzle is that it’s really hard to fail. There is almost no way to fail. 

Almost being the key word. Of course, you can simply give up. You could lose a piece! For example, one year, my dog Kevin ate a piece of the puzzle, and that piece has never been seen again. Or instead of losing a piece, you could accidentally add a piece of a different puzzle. I’m sure that those of you with kids understand that one.  Try as hard as you can, you will not be able to fit a piece of one puzzle into another puzzle; the pieces just won’t fit. 

As I was thinking about our text for today, I was reminded of puzzles. But, in order to get to our text today, we need to travel all the way back to the beginning. On the sixth day of Creation, God created man and He saw that it was good. So good, in fact, that He decided to walk with them in the garden. God and man were together. They were three pieces of the same puzzle. 

However, it wasn’t too long until Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, ushering sin into the world. Sin would change Adam and Eve, and all of a sudden, they no longer fit with God in the same way. The change was so complete that they were kicked out of the Garden and would no longer be able to walk with God. Their sin declared them enemies of God. 

They were no longer pieces of the same puzzle. Not only did they no longer fit with God, but they no longer fit with each other. Their sin pitted them against each other. They were no longer three pieces of the same puzzle; they were three pieces of three separate puzzles. And, as I said before, try as hard as you can, you will not be able to fit a piece of one puzzle into another puzzle. The pieces just won’t fit. 

This is where we find ourselves today. We are all pieces of different puzzles trying to fit together. It’s a difficult and impossible task. Sometimes we get close through marriage or through friendship, but even then, sin gets in the way and relationships falter or fail, and everything seems hopeless. What is the point of trying when we will never truly fit together? 

The world understands this, and it would have you turn inwards, focus on yourself and your own happiness. The world wants you to forget that you are just a piece of the puzzle; it wants you to think that you are your own puzzle, independent of everything else around you.  

Our text for today, however, has something different to say. Our text for today takes us out of our selfish and self-centered thoughts. It takes us out of our broken and imperfect relationships, and it turns us to Jesus. 

Have you ever seen a commercial that left you wondering what it was actually about? Well, there is no wondering what our text is about. It’s all about Jesus; it shows us who Jesus is, what He has done, and it shows us that He is the center of everything. In the Garden, Adam and Eve changed, but God did not. God does not change; He was the same then as He is now. It is you and I who changed then, and it is we who need to change if we are ever to return to God. We need to change everything about ourselves, the very nature of our sinful flesh, our wants and our desires; we need to change. 

Unfortunately, dear Christians, we can’t change ourselves any more than a puzzle piece can change itself to fit into a different puzzle. But fortunately, dear Christians, our text for today shows us that we, in fact, have already been changed. Our text for today tells us that we have been changed through the blood of Jesus. 

Through the death of Jesus, our sins have been forgiven. Through His resurrection, we too have been raised from the dead and recreated. Jesus has taken your misshaped edges and He has smoothed them. He has completely transformed you, and you are no longer an enemy of God. You are no longer a piece of a different puzzle. Through the death of Christ and through your baptisms, you have been made a dear child of God. You are reconciled to Him. You are a piece of His puzzle. 

We are a part of the same puzzle. However, I don’t know about you, but sometimes when I look out at my fellow Christians, I see a lot of jagged edges, a lot of random angles, a lot bumps, and a lot of pieces that I’m not sure I will fit with. You may look at your fellow Christians and wonder how in the world they could ever fit with you. 

There are two ways to go: either you harden yourself toward that person and dismiss them as someone you don’t fit with, or you allow the power of the Holy Spirit to work on you, to change you, to transform you. You stop thinking about all the problems that you see in them and you open your heart and try your best to view them as a fellow puzzle piece who has been redeemed, who has been transformed. When you do that, you may be surprised by what will happen.  

Our text talks about two kingdoms, the Kingdom of Darkness and the Kingdom of the Son. Dear Christians, it’s awfully difficult to put a puzzle together in the dark. So, I urge you to step into the light and turn to the Holy Spirit. Allow Him to enlighten your thoughts and your mind. 

If you allow Him, if you do not fight Him, you may find that the Holy Spirit will transform you and the way that you look at those around you. You may find that the relationships that seemed hopeless before are now filled with hope, filled with promise. You may be surprised at just how well you fit with your fellow jagged and misshapen puzzle pieces. 

 But even if you do that, even if you step into the light and begin to see through the eyes of the Spirit, there will be times that you will fail. There will be times when you will say something dumb, when you will offend someone. There will be times when someone hurts or offends you. This is unavoidable because, although we are no longer enemies of God, we are still infected with sin. But, dear Christians, dear fellow pieces of the same puzzle, sin’s days are numbered and it will not always have the same hold over you that it does now. 

One day, Christ will return and God will once again dwell with man as He did in Eden. The dead will be raised, our division and our pride will be gone, and we will once again live with God as pieces of the same puzzle for eternity. 

In the name of Jesus, amen. 
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