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Luke 21:5-36
“They don’t make them like they used to.” We have all heard this said before, and most of us have likely said it too. There was a time when things were made to last a long time, things that could be passed down, like tables that would hold the dinners for generations of families, chairs that great grandpa sat on, stoves and pots that grandma cooked with.  
Lots of things today seem like they are made to break. I remember when Apple, for example, was sued because they were literally making their phones die. Some things you buy have non-replaceable batteries or lighting fixtures that cannot be changed out. Producers are, at times, more concerned about cost effectiveness and the speed at which things are made than they are about how long they will last. 
Looking at the temple in 1st century Jerusalem, you would have thought that it would last forever. The biggest stone that they have found from that time period is 11 feet tall, 15 feet thick, 44.6 feet long, and weighs an estimated 570 tons. Most of the stones they have found weigh 2-8 tons. The temple walls were, at some places, up to 150 feet tall. The temple itself was covered in gold and could be seen for miles in the sun. The temple was built by Herod the Great in order to appease the Jews and also showcase the opulence of the Roman Empire and his own territory. It seemed like it would last forever. 
Jesus knew better; He knew that very soon after His death, the Jews would go too far and anger their Roman masters too much. In 70 AD, just 40 years after Jesus died, Rome would besiege the city and demolish the temple. Everything that Jesus said would come true. Not one massive stone would stand on another. All that is left are the foundation stones under the ground. It took 80 years to build the temple, and what seemed to last forever would be gone after seven years. 
There are many things in our lives that we think, even subconsciously, will last forever, or at least our whole lives. Our marriages, our relationship with our children, our retirement funds, social security, we even think that America will last forever. History tells us differently about all these things.  Forty-two percent of marriages end in divorce. All empires fail and fall apart. Money disappears. Even the best relationships are torn apart by death. Nothing lasts forever. 
We all know this, but we struggle with accepting it. We want so desperately for the things of this world to last. We pour so much time into money, family, politics, and relationships thinking and hoping that they will last forever, only for them to fall apart. 
That is Jesus’ message to His disciples: the things of this world will all fade away. They will all come to an end, no matter how much of our time or ourselves that we have poured into them. One day, Jesus says that even the world as we know it will be washed away. 
Our world is not what it was meant to be. We have lost the skill that Adam had to care for the world. Instead of caring for His creation and shepherding it, we destroy and pollute God’s creation. Creation has followed us into sin. One day, Creation itself will be destroyed. 
If all the things of this world are going to fade away, why do we worry so much about them? I’m certainly guilty of this. I worry about my car, my house, my bank account, my kids, my health, my wife, my friendships, lots of things. So much time and effort are spent worrying that we will lose all the things we have gained in this world. 
We become so consumed with fear of losing something that we forget how we got it. The things of this world seem so big and so important, like those temple stones, and we spend so much time worrying about losing them that we forget that it is God who has given them to us.  
I have found that this is a hard thing for some people to understand, that God gives us everything that we have. Kids especially struggle with this. I think that part of our problem is that many kids have always had everything they needed given to them. They have never had to pray for something that they need. Maybe that is you as well. Sure, you have prayed for things you want, but have you ever prayed for something you need that you didn’t have? Have you ever prayed for the money to come to feed your family? Have you ever prayed, against the odds, to be healed from a disease? 
Everything that we have is a gift from God; He gives and He takes away. One of my favorite Psalms is Psalm 127. “Unless the Lord builds a house, the workmen labors in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” 
This world is not what it is meant to be. One day, it and everything in it will be gone. One day, you might wake up to find you have lost everything. One day, you will die and everything that you worked to protect and build will be left to others to care for or destroy. One day, one way or another, everything in this world will break and fall apart. 
When that day comes, it may be tempting to despair, to do as Job’s friends instructed him to do, and to curse God and die. But that is not what Jesus tells His disciples to do in our reading. Jesus says that one day, we must raise our heads for our redemption is near. We get so distracted with the things of this world that we forget what is at stake, our salvation, our redemption. There are times when God uses terrible things, when He uses the fading nature of our world to bring us back to Him or to bring us closer to Him.  
God wants you to understand that nothing in this world will last forever, but you will last forever, and so will His Word. Build your life around His Word, put it at the center of your life, and all of the fading things of this world will be put into their correct place. Put the Word of God in the center of your life; remember that God has given you all you have, and you will live forever.  
Christ, who is the very Word of God, who died on a cross to take away your sins, will bring you from this life, from this broken-down world, into the next life. Into a world that isn’t made to break. A world free from defect, from pain and sin and sorrow, a world that He won for you, a world that will last forever.   
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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