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John 8:31-35
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
Nothing in this world is free; somebody is always paying for it. It might be free for you, but someone paid for it. Jesus in our reading for today expands this thought. Not only is nothing free, but no person is free either.
We are all born slaves, says Jesus, and our master is sin. He says anyone who practices sin is a slave to it. I hate to break it to you, but that means you and me. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
As Lutherans, we all know this, we know that we are sinful There is nothing that we can do to emancipate ourselves from sin, and there is no escape. There is nothing we can do, no self-help book, no ten-step program that will stop us from sinning. We can stop one sin only to become a slave to a new sin. We are slaves driven hard by our master, sin. We have all struggled against our own specific sins, be they Greed, Jealousy, Lust, Anger, or even the sin of Apathy. We struggle our whole lives to overcome these sins with mixed results.
We all know this about ourselves. What we have a harder time with is remembering this about those around us. When the people around us are sinning, it’s hard to remember that they are also slaves to their sin. We live in a polarized world where the opposite ends seem to be getting more and more opposite.
We are trained by the media and society to hate and slander those who are different than us. This can be especially dangerous for Christians like you and I because we are different from the world around us. Those around us are slaves to their sin, and in a sense, so are we. But, dear Christians, we have been set free. We have been emancipated by the Son; the Son has set us free; Christ has set us free. Through His death on the cross and His resurrection, you and I are set free from the tyranny of sin.
We have been given new life in Christ, so our lives as Christians are different than those around us. Not completely of course, in this life, sin will still have its way. But that is not an excuse for a Christians life to be indistinguishable from his neighbor. Our lives must be and are different from those around us. We are still slaves, but we have a different and a much better master. Sin is no longer our master; Christ is and He rules our lives much differently than sin does. 
Sin may not run our lives, but its influence is still evident. Sin twists all good things and tries to make them bad. The most insidious thing it does is try to twist the good things that we do. Sin easily plants the seeds of pride. Pride puffs us up and divides us. Pride encourages us to look at our neighbor and their sin and see it as weakness. Our pride dehumanizes our neighbor; it turns our neighbor into the enemy.
Your neighbor is not your enemy. Your family member living a life of sin is not your enemy. The people at the pride parade are not your enemies. They are all slaves, helpless, defenseless against their master, sin. We shouldn’t feel hate or anger when we see people trapped in sin. We need to feel pity and compassion.
When we frame our thinking around pity and compassion, the way that we think about and interact with our neighbor changes completely. Are you trying to win the argument or are you trying to win the person? Jesus over and over again in the Gospels sees a people who are trapped and beaten down by their sin, and He has compassion on them.
Sin is a hard and cruel master. People trapped in sin deal with its consequences their whole lives. Yes, sin has consequences that are both eternal and here in time, like broken marriages, broken relationships, broken bodies, broken minds, and broken spirits.
People often talk about Christianity as a religion of rules that are just trying to keep you down and stop you from having fun. People will say that life outside of the Bible and its rules is freedom. I would challenge anyone who thinks that way to try and stop sinning for a few days and they will see just how enslaved they really are.
Today, we are celebrating the Reformation. We celebrate Luther and the reformers reclaiming the message of the Gospel, the message that all are saved apart from works of the Law. That is the message that we proclaim to a world enslaved by sin. Nothing in this world is free, but the salvation that Christ won on the cross is free to all who would believe. Salvation is free to all who put their trust in Him.
Your neighbors, your coworkers, even your own family members are enslaved to sin. We have been set free by Christ; we are free to serve Him with our whole heart, soul, and mind. We have been given the freedom to go out to a world trapped in sin and give them the message of the Gospel. We are free to pull others out of their slavery and give them Jesus, give them a master who loves them and cares for them. A master who gave His life to free them.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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