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John 1:1-14

The book “Sir Nigel” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle—of Sherlock Holmes fame—centers around the life of a young man, Nigel Loring, in the middle of the 14th century. Nigel is from a historical family who has hit hard times. Their land is being taken piece by piece, ironically, by the church. Nigel’s parents have both died, his father having heroically died in battle, leaving Nigel to be raised by his grandmother. 

One day, just as it seems that everything is lost, the King of England sends word to Nigel and his grandmother that he is going to come to stay at their home as he passes through. Nigel’s grandmother decides that this is her grandson’s only chance to escape and save their family. With most of their money gone, she tells Nigel to go and sell her most precious possessions so that they can throw a feast for the king when he comes to stay with them. 

John begins his Gospel much differently than any of the other Gospel writers. There is no genealogy, no Herod, no manger. There are no wisemen, no shepherds, no angels. There is only the Word. The Word has no beginning for John; it has always been. The Word creates all things and gives life to all things. But then, something happens which John doesn’t go into. For some reason, the light of the Word becomes obscured. 

Then, John the Baptist comes pointing to the Word, and the light of the Word begins to grow. Then, the Word does something unexpected. John has described it as a source of light thus far. Now, this Word of God, source of light, does something surprising. The Word of God incarnates; it puts on flesh, becomes a man, and it chooses to live with those who sit in darkness.  

Jesus is the very Word of God; He is the incarnate Word of God, the fleshly Word of God. Like the King does for Nigel and his grandmother, Jesus came to dwell with a people who were in desperate need, and when He did, everything changed. When the Word of God became a baby in a manger, the fortunes of the entire world changed. 

We were lost in the darkness and confusion of our own sin. We were poor beyond all measure. We stood before God as enemies and beggars. We were lost without hope when the Word of God chose to become flesh and to dwell among us.

The Word of God came as a baby in His mother’s womb, was born in a stable amongst the animals in Bethlehem, lived a perfect life, died on the cross, was raised from the dead three days later, and ascended back into heaven. He brought life and light into our fallen world. To those who love Him, to those who put their faith in Him, to those who are willing to sacrifice anything for Him, He gives the gift of eternal life which is a gift more valuable than anything else.

He returned to heaven to await His final return when He will raise the dead and take away sin once and for all. But He has not abandoned us. The Word of God continues to dwell among us to this day. In our baptisms we have received the Word of God. In your baptism, Jesus has given you His Holy Spirit; He has chosen to dwell within you. 

But that’s not all; the incarnate Word of God comes to you this day. Not in a stable, but still in humble means. In bread and wine, the incarnate Word of God comes to you this day to give you His Body and Blood. He comes to you this day to give you the life and salvation that He won for you on the cross.

We are still beggars before God, covered in our sin, without any merit or worthiness in us, and still, the Word of God comes to us to rescue us from our sin. This very day, the King is coming to you. The Word of God has chosen to come and dwell with us. Each Sunday, the Word of God comes to dwell with us on this altar. 

We ought to be willing to sell all that we have, to give what is most precious to us, to honor what He does for us here. It’s why we have spent so much money remodeling our sanctuary and making it a beautiful place fit for a king. It’s why we pay for paraments and vestments. It’s why we ought to spare no expense to celebrate the coming of our King. 

What happens here is different than anything else in the world; what happens here cannot be celebrated over the internet, the King comes to you this day to change your life. He comes today to take your sin and sadness and give you righteousness and gladness. This very day, the Word of God dwells with you in His Word and Sacrament. 

This very day, Christ gives you hope where there was no hope. In the face of darkness and sin, the Word God gives you the promise of the resurrection from the dead. He gives you the promise of eternal life. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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