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Mark 6:45-56:  Jesus Walks on the Water

I use our television every single night. But really, I have almost no understanding of how it works. We stream everything, and so I really have no idea how it works. All I know is when I push certain buttons, certain things happen. Really, that’s all I need to know. Whether or not I understand exactly how a TV works doesn’t affect the TV’s performance. In our reading for today, the disciples don’t understand two things: the loaves and Jesus calming a storm.

It's a similar story to a few weeks ago when Jesus calmed a different storm. There are, however, a few key differences. Jesus is not in the boat with them this time; He is instead praying on a mountainside overlooking the lake. He has sent the disciples ahead of Himself. It’s interesting; I wonder what the disciples were thinking as Jesus remained alone.  The Sea of Galilee is about 33 miles in circumference. If the disciples are crossing the lake, that could be a 16 mile walk for Jesus to get to where they were going. 

Another detail that sets the two apart is the state of the disciples. The first time, they were afraid for their lives: “Master, don’t you care that we are perishing?” This time, Jesus sees that they are making headway, but painfully.

Lastly, how Jesus interacts with the disciples is different. The disciples seemed to be angry–or at the least frustrated–with Jesus the first time. This time, they don’t know who He is, and they are terrified of Him. They mistake Him for some sort of a phantom. Jesus saves them the first time because they were afraid for their lives, although I think an argument could be made that He saved them so that He could get back to sleep.

Now, Jesus saves them because they didn’t understand who He was. He has no word of chastisement, no doubting their faith as before. This time, He speaks a word of comfort and encouragement to them. “Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

The stories may be different, but their meanings are similar. Jesus is trying to teach them not only who He is, but what that means for them. Jesus intends to pass them by; some have interpreted this to mean that He meant to show them His glory, as He did for Moses long before. But He sees their fear, and instead of showing them His glory, He comforts them with His presence. 
The Glory of God is a difficult thing to understand. It is the fullness of God, the entirety of God, the weighty-ness of God. In a way, the Glory of God is everything about God that we are not. He reveals some of His Glory at different points in time, but most of Him is hidden. That is for the good of His people, of you and me. The Glory of God is everything that we, sinners, are not. Because of that, it is dangerous to us. 

The Glory of God is not automatically a comforting thing. In our fear, in our terror, in our uncertainty and in our sadness, the Glory of God will do little to comfort us. His power, His foreknowledge of all things, doesn’t help when you are in the depths of despair. We need something else; we don’t just need to know who things about God, we need God. We need more than just the Glory of Christ; we need Christ Himself.

Knowing the hidden things of God will not comfort you. Knowing that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him doesn’t bring someone back from the dead. Knowing that God has a plan doesn’t heal someone. Knowing that God created the universe doesn’t stop a natural disaster from destroying your home. 

The only thing, the only One, who can help is Christ. He is everything for us and for the world. The Father created all things through Him, as the beginning of John tells us. Then, when the creation falls, it is He who decides that He will become a part of creation itself and take on human flesh. It is Christ who comes to earth and dies on the cross to take the punishment for your sin. It is Christ who has brought you into Himself in your baptism. He has claimed you as His own. It is Christ who daily forgives you all your sins. It is Christ who has promised to never leave you nor forsake you. It’s Christ who gives you of Himself in His Supper. It’s all Christ. 

He is the only one who can comfort you. He has seen your fear and your sadness and has gotten into the boat with you speaking words of peace and comfort. So, I tell you today, on His behalf; take heart, Christ is here. He is with you even now. There is nothing that can separate you from the love of Christ. 

He may not stop the storm immediately, He may not cure the disease, He may not get you your job back, He may not make things that same as they were before. But one day, He is going to return, and on that day, He will calm all storms, cure all diseases, wipe away all tears, and even raise the dead. On that day, there will no longer be anything to fear. On that day, His glory will be fully revealed, and we won’t need to hide from it. 

We won’t need to hide from His glory because when Christ returns, when He finds us in our fear in the midst of the waves and storms of this life, when He finds us struggling along, He will climb into the boat, and all will be fixed. When Christ returns, we will reflect the Glory of Christ. We will bear, once again, the perfect image of God.

So, dear Christians, take heart for your Jesus is with you. Even when you feel alone and you feel like life is a struggle, your Jesus is with you and will never leave you. No storm, or sickness, not even death will separate Him from you. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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